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PREFACE

This interview is the product of the Castroville Public
Library Oral History Project B. Teresa Hackebeil conducted
the interview at the home of Mrs. Haby, in Cliff, about four-
teen miles north of Castroville.

Julia Winkler Haby was born in Louisiana in 1901 of
German immigrant parents, Reinhold Winkler and Alma Lippole.
The family moved to Texas to the Helotes area, and in 1911
they moved to the Cliff community in Medina County. Julia
attended Maverick %chool in Cliff. In 1925 she married her
close neighbor, Aréil Haby, an Alsatian. They reared five
children, living in the same area they both grew up. Julia,
who had been raised Lutheran, converted to the Catholic faith
when her children were school age; she was confirmed with her
oldest children.

In this interview Julia tells about her early family
life, various customs, and what she learned to cook from her
husband's mother.

The Castroville Public Library is not responsible for the
factual accuracy of the taped memoir; nor for the views ex-
pressed therein; these are for the listener to judge. All
rights are reserved. No part of this work may be reproduced
or transmitted in any form without the written permission of
the Oral History Office, Castroville Public Library, Castroville,

Texas.

Julia Winkler Haby

Tape #B15
45 min., not transcribed
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Family background; Reinhold Winkler/Alma Lippole
German immigrants to Louisana; Children: Freda,
William, Hilda, Julia

Winklers move to Texas to Helotes, then to CLiff
community, 1911

Older sister Freda (Mrs. Henry Schultz), sister Hilda
dies as young girl

Early schooling, Helotes and Maverick rural school

Marries neighbor, Areil Haby, 1925: children: Joyce,
Royce, Margie, Gilbert, Kenneth

Julia's birth year, 1901

Recreation, early days, home parties at Winkler home,
surprise parties

Special dances - Castroville, horse and buggy trans-
portation, hayride to Castroville

Winklers members of Zion Lutheran Church, Castroville;
Julia boards with Rev. Kralick for instructions

Lutheran families in Cliff: Bipperts, Wurzbach,
Stoltes

Julia converts to Catholic faith, she and 3 oldest
children confirmed together

Christmas in Winkler home-small celebration

Winkler dinner bell used to announce Santa's arrival,
special occasions

Christmas cookies, Anice, prune

Christmas tree decorations: fruit, peppermint candy,
German ornaments, candles



Tape

325 Haby Christmas customs-attending Midnight Mass

342 Christmas cookies from Haby family, 'pretzels"

359 Learning Alsatian cooking from husband's mother:
sweet stewed tomatoes, homemade noodles, ''pastata'

(meat Pie)

418 Wedding in St. Mary's Catholic Church, San Antonio,
Louisiana honeymoon

426 Catholic/Lutheran marriage, parents have talk,
agreement on religion

432 Hilda (sister) dies Christmas Eve, 1912, at age 14;
funeral and burial in Castroville

457 Wake at Julia's home for her mother's funeral

484 End of interview
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