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PREFACE

This file is the product of a tape-recorded interview
conducted by the Castroville Public Library Oral History Pro-
ject B. Madeline Boubel interviewed Josephine Vogel Brieden
in her home on November 12, 1980.

Josephine Brieden was born and grew up in D'Hanis, Texas.
Her parents, Jocob Vogel and Annie Sauter were both of Alsatian
descent. Jo met her husband, Richard Brieden, in Castroville
where she often came to visit relatives. After they were
married in 1936, they lived in the Brieden family home on the
east side of the river in Castroville. Jo still lives there
today.

In this interview, Jo tells about her wedding and wedding
customs of that era, her daughter's wedding in 1957, and then
her granddaughter's wedding in 1977. Jo sewed professionally
about forty years after her marriage, and she became well known
for her skill. She made 29 brides dresses and many bridesmaids
dresses during her career. She also discusses the Christmas
customs of her childhood, and those of her own family today.

The Castroville Public Library is not responsible for
the factual accuracy of the taped memoir, nor for the views
expressed therein; these are for the listener to judge. All
rights are reserved. No part of this work may be reproduced
or transmitted in any form by any means without the permis-
sion, in writing, from the Oral History Office, Castroville
Public Library, Castroville, Texas.
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Jo learned to sew at age 13, after mother's death.
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