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PREFACE

This manuscript is the product of a tape recorded interview
conducted for the Castroville Publiec Library Oral History Project
B, Madeline Boubel was the interviewer and editor and Deanna
Hoffman transcribed the tape. The interview took place at the home
of the narrator.

Oran, or Sonny, Mann was born May 15, 1914 in Castroville,
the only son of Alfred Mann and Margaret Suehs. Sonny's father
was a barber in Castroville and Sonny was in the grocery business,
He began clerking at an early age for warious businesses in town
and eventually opened his own grocery store, from which he re-
tired in 1978, He was educated at St. Louls School and has always
been active in the Catholic Parish. He married Corine Tschirhart
and they have two children, Sonny has lived and worked in Castro-
ville all his life and hisz memories of persons and events in the
20's and 30's are vivid,

The Castroville Public Library is not responsible for the
factual accuracy of the taped memoir, nor for the views expressed
therein; these are for the listener to Judge., All rights are re-
served, No part of this work may be reproduced or transmitted in

any form by any means without the permission, in writing, from the

Oral History Office, Castroville,Public Library, Castroville, Texas,
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Today 1is September the 23rd, 1980. This is Madelyn

Boubel interviewing Oran, better known as Sonny, Mann at his

home in Castroville, Texas. I am interviewing for the Castro-

ville Public Library Oral History Project B.

Q

O P o P

Sonny, I'm golng to call you Sonny. The subject of
thils interview 1is family life, customs and traditions;
but before we, before I start questioning you about
those things I want to find out a little bit about
your background. Where and when were you bornf?%

1914, May 15.°

And where were you born?

On a back street, but I just don't know what the name
of the street is, but 1t's the house where Tina Benites
lives in right now.

Tina Benites?

In front of Wilfred Tschirhart, on the side of Wilfred
Tschirhart.

Okaye.

Better known as the Slayton house.

Okay. That identifies it fine. Was that where your
parents lived at the time?

At the time, yes.

So you were born at home?

Yes, I was born at home.

Okay. What was your fathert's name?

Alfred Mann.
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And your mother?

Heggle Margaret Mann, or Maggle she was called: Maggie
Suehs.

Maggle Suehs., Do you have any brothers or glsters?

No brothers or sleters.

B30 you were an only child?®?

I'm an only childf

All right. What was your father's business? What did

he do for a living?

Flrst he was a farmer and then he became a barber.

Where did he have hilsg barber shop?

First he was down the street next to the market, Hr. Gal-
van's Fruit Stand, right next to the bank, in back of the
bank, which was a saloon at those days.

All right.

And that's where he started. MNr., Loule Burell put him

in business there.

Mr. Loule Burell's name crops up occasionally. FHe must
have been very prominent.

He put him there and put him in there with all the equip-
ment and btold him, "Now you're a barber and you're going
to stay here® and that he learned on the ranch on the
Groff boys how to cubt hailr.

50 was he never trained really?

Never trained.

He just learned ==
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He learned to barber on Jlm Groff who Jjust passed away
awhile back and Claude and all of those boys up and
Mr. Pete Groff, Lorene Haller's brothers.

That's interesting. What was your mother's role?¥ Did
ghe == Wag she gtrictly a homemaker or did she go oub
and work?

Ho, she worked in lLaCoste for Dr. Kunbtz,.

What did she do?

Housework, she done housework for Dr. Kuntz in laCoste.
And this was after they were married?

Before she was married.

After she was married she never worked?

Bhe was Just a housewife.,

I gee. OQkay. What language dld you spesk 1n home?
What was the first languasge you learnsd?

Alsatian.

Could you speak English when you started school?
Falrly well.

Did you find that a handicap, speaking Alsatlan?

No, no. It's all we spoke ig Alsatilan.

Did it cause a handlcap when you started school?

Ko, not much, no,.

You knew enough Bnglish?

Yes.

Okay.

And we also learnsd to read and wrlte German through

the first year. We had German.
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Just one year?

One year and then it was stopped by someone in the
@Government or somewhers, no more German.

Can you tell me about what year that was?

1921, when I started school.

Do you think World wWar I had an effect on that?

Could have., That was what -~ '21. That was just three
years after World War I was shub down or was over wibth,
The armistice was slgned.

Right. Okay. Where did you go to school?

3t. Louis ZBchool, Catholic 8chool.

Where was it located at the time you went to school?
Where Moye has their music hall now on the far end copr-

her of the Moye Bullding. lot on the left-

hand side.

Can you remember any teacher in particular while you
were golng to school thers?

Yes, Sister Marcella and Sister Laboria. That's two of
them I remember there. In the new school we had Sister
Foat and Sister Frances Helen and those are two of them
I remember.

All right. And who was the priest at that time?

Father Heckmann was the priest when I staried school.
Did you attend Cathollic school all of your life?

Yes, 'til the tenth grade.

P11 the tenth grade. Was that considered completing

high school at that tlme?
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I imagine I have a diploma for bookkeeping. I don't
know if it was bought at Kress or somewhere, bﬁt I do
have one. I don't know -- anyway ~- I always said I
"gultuated® school. I didn't graduate.

(Iavghter) All right., Did you ever attend the newer
3t. Louls School®

Yesg, I finlshed at thils newer St. Louls School.

What year was that built?

I don't know what year that was bullt. I really don't.
Qkay. But then you did attend both places?

Oh yes, uh-huh.

Wag 1t required that you attend the Cathollic school
btecaunse of your religlous alfiliation? You are Cathollc,
right?

Yes, Yes, [ think that time it was required you go Lo
Cathollic se¢hool.

What about your role In the home as a child and then a
ilittle it older as far as work was concerned? Uld you
have any chores you had to do, before you went to school
or in the evening?

Oh, no, uh-huh, We did ralse baby calves when I was
younger, but then I went to work early for J. F. Schott
and Bons. Well, J. F., and Schott Brothers in 1927. I
wag 13 years old when I started to work on 3Sundays for thenm.
And finally then on Saturdays I was working for Blaeckle
Tgchirhart and Sundays for Schott's, Sunday nights I
pulled sods water at the dance h&ll‘at Tragesgers.

Tragessers Hall was located where?
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Bight where Mrs. Whitehead lives. They had a gice nouse
and a dance hall in those days. )

50 lnstead of having chores at home, you pilcked up your
1lttle money, spending money by going out to work at an
early age?

Work at an early age, yeah, I held down three Jobhs.

My goodness. All right. What about leisure in your home?
What were some of the things ya'll did for fun? You know,
Just at home,

Well, at home we didn't have much. Daddy was working most
of the time, late in the evenings. And we Just dldntt have
wuch golng on unless he'd take me rabbit hunting or dove
hunting when the season was open. Bub otherwlse, or once
in a while deer hunting, but that's the only thing we had
at home. |
Well, you sald he worked late, how many days a week did he
work?

He worked six days a week and he worked late at nights, most
of the nights "til 6:00 ofclock, and then on Saturdays 'til
12¢00, 1:00 o'clock. And Fridays at night They were open.
Well, what was the reason for working so late?

Becausge money was scarce, and you had to work every chance
you got to making a few nickels, every chance you had.

80, 1ln other words you dildn't have a lot of money?

No.

And he picked up everything he could?

Yeg, right.



Sonny Mann 1 7

@ Do you think that he had to cater to rural people that

thils was the reason? )
A That's all we had after the dam was bullt, that Medina Dam,
when he had the barber shop at that time that was 1911 when
that was built. And he used to go down abt 6:00 o'clock in
the morning asnd work 'til 3:00 in the night. On weekends we
had all kinds of people here, and he'd walk home along the
river to the Flat Hocks where Wiley Mangold lives now, atb
night, in the dark.
That was from the Medina Dam?
You -~ 1o - from the barber shop.
Oh, from the bharber shop.
From the barber shop homse.
And at that time they lived over there?
Over there where Wiley WMangold now lives.
I see. Okay., 80, they moved from the house where Benltes ~-
Well, that was before he was married.
Qh, 1 see,

Belfore he was married,.

& P oo P o P oo P oo P oD

Oh, he was a barber before he married already? Oh, okay.
All right. I should have pursued that, but you sald he was
a farmer first, but in ny nind's syes he picked up the bar-
ber trade later.
A Right, yes, yes.

Was there ever music or anything like that in the home?
A Oh, yes. He played the violin and the gultar. He and
¥r. Louie Mehr played for dances, traveled by horse and
buggy on Sunday nights and used to play for dances. I
still have his violins here, both of them that he had.
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Is that right?

Uh=-huhe.

Where did they play for dances? Do you know?

Well, Rio Hedina and old Bader settlement and house parties.
In those daye there lots of house parties or surprise
partles or a barn dance, if somebody bullt a new bharn, they
had a barn dance.

Did he ever take muslc?

No, everything by ear.

He Jjust had a gift for it?

Yes, French harp also.

You said that he played for dances, for house parties and
this type of surprise partleg --

Yes.

Do you renember attending any of those?

Yes. One night I went with him. It rained and rained all
day Sunday and they had a box supper alt Burell's school.

If you remember Burell's school right across from Clarence
Habyts® There was a box supper Tthat night and at 9300
otclock they called him and said, "We're going to have the
party, the box supper and the dance. Come on up.® And I
don't know who played with him that night, but anyway, he
and I went up then in the Model-T, he asked me to go along.
And they were selling the boxes about 10500 o'clock up there.
And there wag people there like Tobin Mangold, John Boubel
and all those people cane from all around for the box. (@é@f

it was for the benefit of the school,
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Okay, now would you tell me what & box supper was¥

A box supper, the ladies would fix boxes with gome real

good food in it and decorate them real nice. And some were
little wagons, some were maybe a little alrplane or different
moedels of things with different items. And they would bhe
auctioned off to the highest bidder.

Q And this was for the benefit of the school?

A That was for the beneflt, and they would invite the one
that had her name in the box they had and invite them to
eat with them.

QR Oh, I see, Thlis has never been brought up yet on one of
my -=- but I remember it now that you tell me, right. Well,

what about surprise parties? Did you ever go to any of those?

A No, no, uh-~huh,.

@ Barn ralsing?

A Yes, myselfi in later years,.

Al Yeah, well, I mean, just tell me your experience.

A Ch, yes. We went to one barn dance at George Balzen's oub
in Suihi. Raymond Biediger and I and Hilly Mangold and Dan
Mangold and George Holzhaus. Must have been around 1927,
'28 when we went out there to a barn dance. It was lot of
fun there, Jjust bullt a new barn.

& Okay. It's been pointed out to us that weddings for a long
time were on a Tuesday. Do you know this to hold -« to be
8 fact?

A To be a fact because I had to get married on a Tuesday in

those days and that wss back in 1935 when we got married.
And it had to be Tuesday, it couldn't be no other day of

the week.
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Do you have any l1ldea why?

A No. Wever did learn why. But it had to be Tuesday.

Q Qkay. Do you remember when this custom stopped? Do you
have an idea?

A I would think when Pather Lenzen came infto this ccountry,
right around that area, I think.

Q That 1t wasn't always customary to marry on Tuesday?

A No. Then it got to be on Bundays and then on Saturday.
Cause our daughter got marrlied on Sunday.

& Uh-huh. Do you have any idea why the change might have
come about without -~ other than the priest being instru~-
mental in it?

A No, I don't think it was the priest, it was the people that
wanted it that way, because people were off of work on Sat-
urday and Sunday and could attend the weddings. Which oﬁ
Tuesdays, they couldn't leave thelr jobg, wouldn't get off.

Q@ 30, do you think that possibly because earlier it was more
a agriculture or farming soclety, rural soclety and they
could come anytime and then as later years came along
people went to a Job?

A Bilght, so true.

And thie might -- this was probably, it was economic 1In
other words?

A Right.

Qkay. What -~ describe your wedding. Did your wife wear --
also tell me -- also tell me who your wife is and your
chilldren's names. I should have picked up on that earlier

and I didn't.
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A Oh well, fine. My wife was Corine Tschirhart. And our
children are Halen Lutz and Frank Mann. |

And Helen's husband?

A Helen's huebend. ie Francls Lutz, the youngest one of Wallace
atz's boys.

Q All right. And Frank's wife?

A Frank's wife ls Brendas Redding from San Antonlo.

@ Qkay. I should have gotten that earlier but anyway =--

A And they have Brandon.

Q (Laughter) All right. Now, tell me about your weddlﬁga
Pid your wife wear -- [id you have a blg wedding?

A We had & big wedding for those days, yes, uh-huh. We had
married on a Tuesday, September 17, 1935. We jJjust had our
45th wedding anniversary last week.

Q Ch, uh-huh.

And I'1ll never forget Grandpa Tschirhart and Mr. Frank
Muennink was farming 1n Yearson at that time. He was a
fishing friend of ny wife's father and he made a deal ¥ith
him to get some turkeys uvup there. And we had turkey and bhar-
becue and we went to Mr. Muennink's house to buy three tur-
keys for the wedding. And we had barbecue. I just told

ny wife the other day, the day bvefore our wedding anniverw
sary, "You know what we were dolng, I was diggling a barbecue
pit for the barbecue,™ for the day before and we were all
getting ready for it and we had it in the back yard of

Mr, Tschirhart's house. Next to where the Leglon Hall is,

next door. We even danced in the yard.
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Q? That's there your wedding reception was?

A That's where our wedding receptlion was.

@ Did Corine wear a white dress and veil? The tradltional?

A Bverything, yes, unh-huh.

& And how many bridesmaids, attendants did you have?

A Four. I'm pretty sure. Charlie Suehs, George Muennink -
um, I don't remember, oh, Lawrence Haby, maybe there was
only three. I forget, I don't even know whether -~ I know
there was three,

What time of day did you get marrled?
9:00 o'clock on Tuesday morning.

A) Qkay. When you and Corine got married, I think the custon
was, after the cersmony you would go to the priest's house
to slgn the regilster?

A Right.

Did the altar boys intercept you at the galte?

Lock the gate with the chain, that's what we used to do

when we were albar boys. Lock the gate and we had e lock
and we had all the gatesg locked until we got a few dollars.
Generally we got ten twelve dollars and that's what happened
to us ln those days.

& And what was the purpose?

A It was divided amongst the altar boys, that's the only thing.
They got that money to let the bride and the groom out.
They dld =~ in other wordsg =

A Gut of the gate, yes.

a They detained them from going through there until they got

money?

B Money, yes.
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Oh well, fine. My wife was Corine Tschirhart. And our
children are Helen Lutz and Frank Mann. |

And Helen's husband?

Helen's husband. is Francis Lutz, the youngest one of Wallace
Lutzts boys.

ALl right. And Frank's wife?

Frank's wife ls Brenda Redding from 3an Antonio.

Okay. I should have gotten that earller bubt anyway --

And they have Brandon.

(Laughter) All right. HNow, tell me about your wedding.

Did your wife wear -- Did you have a blg weddlng?

We had a big wedding for those days, yes, uh-huh. We had
married on & Tuesday, Septenber 17, 1935, We Just had our
hsth wedding anniversary last week.

Ch, uh~huh.

And I'1l never forget Grandpa Tschirhart and Mr. Frank
Muennink was farming in Fearson at that time. He was a
fighing friend of my wife's father and he made a deal with
nim to get some turkeys up there. And we hed turkey and bar-
beoue and we went to Mr. Huennink's house Lo buy three tur-
keys for the wedding. And we had barbecue., T Just told

my wife the other day, the day before our weddlng amnlver-
sary, "You know what we were doing, I was digglng a barbecue
pit for the barbecue," for the day before and we were all
getting ready for it and we had 1t in the back yard of

Mr. Tschirhart’s house. HNext to where the Leglon Hall 1s,

next door. We even danced in the yard.
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That's there your wedding reception was?

That's where our wedding recepblon was.

Pid Corine wear & white dresg and vell? The traditional®
Bverything, yes, uh-huh.

And how many bridesmalds, attendants did you have?

Pour., I'm prebty sure, Charlie S8ushs, George Muennink -
we, I don't remember, oh, lLawrence Haby, maybe there was
only three. I forget, I don't even know whether -~ I know
there was three.

What time of day did you get married?

0300 ofclock on Tuesday morning.

Okay. When you and Corine gobt married, I think the custom
was, after the ceremony you would go to the priest's house
to gign the register?

Right.

Did the altar boys intercept you at the gate?

Lock the gate with the chain, that's what we used to do
when we were altar boys. Lock the gate and we had a2 lock
and we had all the galtes locked until we got a few dollars.
Generally we got ten twelve dollars and that's what happened
to us in those days.

And what was the purpose?

It was divided amongst the altar boys, that's the only thing.
They got that money to let the bride and the groom out.
They did =~ in other words ~-

out of the gate, yes.

They detained them from golng through there until they got
monesy?

Money, yes.
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I see. And this happened to you too?

Right. And then after that you had to drive to San Antonio
to I forget whose studlo we went to have the plctures nmade.
That took 'til 12330 'til you got through there and then
you'd go back home for dinner and the rest were walting for
you all that time.

Could it have been the Lewison Studlo on West Commerce?

I imagine, yes, right, right, Lewison Studio.

The cuttlng of the wedding cske, was that done the day of the
wedding?

I hate to say this. My wife says Doodle haked thé wedding
cake and I sald Aunt Molly Schott baked the weddlng cake.
That was Mrs. Hans at the time, before she married Mr. Louls
Bchott., And I remember Mrs. Joe Schott which was Lucille,
made my wife's wedding gown, wedding dress. Yeah, I remém—
ber that.

And this was in 19357

1935, I was working for Blackie Tschirhart then and Corine
was working for the bakery ~ Bluebommet Caf'e and Bakery.
And that was located where?

Where Gene Suehs! Real Estate is right now.

I see. You mentlioned Doodie while ago, Who 1s Doodle?

Oh, her gister.

All right, #Mrs. Holzhaus?

Yeah, Mrsz. Holzhaus.

Qkay, after the weddling you sald you had the dinner and then
you danced at night. Who played for that dance? It'sz Jjust
in the back yard®
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Yes. Just in -- that's all we could afford cause I think

we got 65 dollars in cash and that was = lot of‘money. I
sald I guess we'll get a check book next day then we're
golng to put this in the bank. It didan't last dbut aboutbt
four weeks. We were broke. But we were both working. I
wag getiing seven dollars a week and she was getting elght
and everybody was envious of us and Jealous because we were
making so. much monsy.

My goodness. (Laughter) Pifteen dollars a week.

Fifteen dollars a week.

Okay. Did you go on a honeymoon Lrip?

We went to Corpus Christi on our honeymoon trip, yes. We
had a Model~A Ford Sport Roadster I had at that time. When
you had a car at 18 years of age you were blg stuff, but then
we couldn't afford to drive it. I walked to see my wife
before we were married all week long until Saturday evenings
and Sunday we could drive it. Gas was two-bits s gallon,
but we didn't have no two-bits to buy it with. And you
drove in to a filling station and you sald, "Fill her up"
and held out two flngers on the side, two gallons is all
you could afford. Bubt you know.

How far d4ld two gallons take you?

Well in a HModel-A in those days, they went prebtty far. I
guess about 40 miles, I imeglne.

Qkay. So at that time the weddings were Typically on a

Tuesday and you had a receptlon at home wmost of the time

with Jjust the lmmediate faunily?
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Yes. There was no place -~ the godfather and the godmother
that had to be there and they didn't go too far out in the
family.

Probably couldntt afford to have a big party like they do
now?y

No, no.

Did you ever participate in a shivaree?

Yes, uh-huh, I sure did.

Whose ahiﬁaree was it, do you remember?

Yesg, Mr. Bob Rihn and who was the other onef? Alfre& Hutzler,
no, wasg it -~ I don't even renmenber. But I remnember Bob
Bihn's. And he lived right now where the Cliy warehouse

la, where the muns own that rent house they have in back of
the Clty warehouse. That's where Bob RBihn lived in thers.
And T was at another one, but thal wasg earller, and I don?t
rexember who that was.

Just what does & shivaree mean? Would you tell me what it
means?

A shivaree. Well, they bring cow bells, plow shares and
discs and all kinds, wash tubs, and they hanmer on them untll
somebody comeg out after they married a second time. When
they make nolse somehody brings them some food and some beer.
They don't give up untlil --

They get something to eat and drink, and they won't leave.
And this 1s done to whom now?

Well, people that are married a gsecond time. I don't know

how that works, I don't remember either. If it's divorced
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or if their mabe passes on, I don't know which it is.

If it's for both ways, I don't remember, |

But it's always the second marriage?

Right.

All right. For one or the other?

One or the other, right, um-hum.

Okay. Now we're going to talk a little bit about burials
and baptisns and follow those twoe subjscts for a little bit.
When you think back over the funerals, were they -~ were the
ones you first remembered, was the body at honef

Yes, uh-~-huh. And the undertaker was Milton Iuwdwlg. And
het'd come out from San Antonio. That was the only under-
taker they had in those days.

Un~hum,

He was a man who welghed about 350 pounds.

Is that right?

Uh=huh. And they put the fans in thse back of the church

as people walked in. You remember those days? You grabbed
you a fan, they didu't have no alr condition in church.

Oh, yeal.

Qkay. And undertakers, well, there were none oub here and
people would slt up at night and they'd have food for ths
people that sat up and they would change off. At 12 o'clock
a different group would come to sit up with the dead person.
Thiz was called the wake? Right?

The wake, right. And my daddy in those days, can I say that?

SUra.
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There were no undertakers here, s0 he ghaved a many a dead
person, They'd call him to go over and say —u“I remenber
a meny time, he'd get five dollars to shave a dead person,
but it was some job.

I can imagine Lt was, yeah. That's somebthing you don't
think about. You know, it has to be done.

Highte.

True, okay. When do you think that this custom of having
the body at home ended?

Chy, I wouldn't -~ well, after the undertaker started coming.
Mr., Tondre, when he gtarted undertaking business. T think
that's when it ended right there.

Was 1t customary for people, say friends and relatives, to
bring food to the home?

Not in those days, I don't remember ever. You know, that
there was ever anything brought in those days. It might
have but I just don't remember.

It was ~- 1in other words, it would be friends sitting up
with the body or staying with the body until they left the
house®

Yos,

The burial?

Yes.

But ms far as relatlves and friends, like the custom is
today, thisg youn don't recall?

No, uh~huh, not that Ltt's you know, you bring food to the
family so they dontt have to cook. Those days, I don't

remenber that.
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Q Did the family get together afterwards, after the funeral
was over as the custom ls Loday? )

A I don't think so, I just don't remember that they did.
I mean they went home and that was it, cause they left

them alone, you know.

1] Uh~huh, yeah, in thelr sorrow.

A Right.

Q Okay. The mourning period. How long was that?

A Oh. That was for a year. You wouldn't go to a dance or
to 5 movie or to anything and the ladles would wear black
and the men would wear elther a band on thelr hat, a black
band or a black band on thelr suit, on their coat.

And this indicated that they were in mourning?

A Hourning, right.

@ What happened or did you ever know of an inocldent, where;
say someone in the family, maybe one of The younger ones
sald, "This is just ridiculous, 1t's taking entlirely too
long for this period to pass", and went to a dance or wore
a red dress or somebhing like that? What was the feellng
of the comuunity?

A At Pirst 1t was bad. Feople thought that was the worst

thing you could do, you know. Some of the younger ones
would go to a dance just after one in the famlly would dile,
but later on, well, she dled, I can do it. S0, 1t Just
kept getting better and better you know. in that part,

I nean. You wondered well, you can't bring them hack, you

know, which 1s so true. And then, well some of the parents
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died and the young ones went to dance within thres weeks.
30 what?

Um=-hum, true. But, the polnt I'm trying to get, you know,
to 1z when, about when did people become nore tolerant and
say, "Well thls is ridiculous"?

I don't really don't know. I imagine about 15, 20 years
ago that that really =«

Un-hum., .Well, I think they started to get more tolerant
as I can remember around 1950, I think. A4nd it slowly,
but surely more and more.

More and nmore, right.

Hight, okay. Did you attend dances much as a young man?
No, no.

No?% |
Uh~huh, Not until I started golng with my wife, then we'
started -- 8he did. But I didn't go to dances. We went
to dances, but we didn't dance.

You didn't dance?

Uh~huh.

Why?

I couldn't. I can't yet.

(Laughter) Yes you can too. Well, how dld you lesarn to
dance?

Ch well I danced =- wilth ny wife I imagine.

She taught you?

Um~hin.

Where d1d you go to dances?

Trogessers., Right up here where HMrs. Whitehead lives now.
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Would you describe that hall to me?

That was one of the fimest halls in those days. It had a
big slilver ball like they have at the Roaring 20's, and it
was kept clean and everything. I guess one of the first
In this area that had a restroom on the inslde for the
ladles and for the men. They had the top bands at all the
time., Like Jimmy Kline, Ralph Webster, which wag music.
Um=-hum .

and they'used to have the Niemeyers for a barn dance.
Where they would a donkey on the stage and a milk éow on
the stage and they had bales of hay to git on for the
muﬂicians to sit on. And we wore overalls and the girls
wore little house dresses,

For the barn dance?

For the barn dance. And the Niemeyers played.

Then what did you wear when you had these other name dance?
These --

You wore suits. Tie and this full dress sult. Cnce in a
while it's all you could get it with Just a shirt with no
tie, you know, But most everybody wore a sult if héj%&was
going with a girl.

What did the glrls wear?

Dresses, mostly dresses. Not long dresses, just regular
street dresses.

80 the long dress wasn't in fashion at that tinmef?

No, uh-huh.

Oxay. Did you -~ were there any other places that you went

to dances here in Casgtroville?
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Well there was Jagge and Hans had, the Wernette's Garden,
which is Kovenlg Park now.

Un=-htume

And there were dances down there.

How often were these dances?

Christmas, New Years, Thanksgiving and none during Lent and
none during Advent.,

Al w—

Ones there every Sunday night, there was a dance at Tra-
ZESSErS.

Oh, that was every Sunday?

Bvery Sunday.

But the ones at Wernette's Garden were still on the special
OF wm

Qr every other -- they were -- no, they were too. They

had them elther Saturday nights or had them Sunday nights.

I forget now.

Uh=huh.

But they had them too, regular too. Before when Mr. lamon
nad the Wernette's Garden, he used to have Theo Artz snd

his son Gene to play out here, old time music w--

You sald old time music like what pleces you were telling
me ¥

Like "Sweet Punch of Dalsles®, "My Little Girl®, "Over the |
Waves® and music like that they played. And "Rattaway".
I didn't know what YRattaway" was, but they played that too.

What about you mentioned masquerade partles®



Sonny Mann X 22

A Masquerade dances, yes. They had those every before Lent
started, in February. That hed to be a masqueféde thing.
Best costume would get the first prize, which was $7.50,
$5.00, I believe in those days. My daddy always masked
like a doctor. And he walked like Mr., Fritz Bbter with a
limp. And people would say, and he had a little bag, M.D.,
"Hey, I believe that's Fritz Etter, it sure looks like him."
8o I masked after daddy didn't anymore, he was getting older,
I did put on a many years ago and I stlll have the long-
tailed coat, the derby, and I wrapped the 1little M.D. suit-~
case buck there with M.D. on there and I took prize, second
prize with it.

Q Thatts good. They had these wmasquerade parties you said
in February?

A In February, before Lent starts. The last dance. And
Mr. lLeamon -- would you like to know how Mr. Lamon fixed
that dance hall up?

Q Yes, yes.
That was a skating rink at that time. It wasn't used for a
dance hall anymore. &o Mr. Lamon said ¥Jim," thet's what he
called me, never Sonny Mann or Oran - Jim. And I was goling
to school and he says, "When you go to school Monday, Jim,
you get all the kids you can get together and tell them
we'll have free lemonade and free ice cream - Saturday, to
be at the Wernette's Garden at 9100 o'clock Saturday morne
ing. And he had some timber made out of 8 by 8's with like
a push broom handle in it. Made real strong and he had

about four or five of those and the kids ocould sit on there
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and the others would pull them and he put corn meal that
he ground down on that floor ahout six lnches aeep and
those kilds worked that corn meal on that floor all day
long. And he'd feed them ice cream, hot dogs and lemonade.
And by evening he had it like glass. And that's how that
hall came back and Mr. lLamon had and I was hig hat checker
in those days. And lost a hat for one of the Balzen's,

I put it in the wrong number.

(Laughter)} Was that a tragedy?

That was.

Okay. S0 =- which Mr. Lamon was that?

Ed Lamon, Florence, uh, Howard Tschirhart's wife's daddy.
Okay. &Ho, well how long was 1% used as a skating rink?

Oh, I don't know, I was Just a kid. My nmawma never let ue
skate. My wife sgkated down when she was a little girl,

And she fell on her elbow and 2 knot came out on her slbow
and was alfraid to go home, covered it up wlth a sleeve, 1t
went back down agaln, anyway.

What time ~- what yezr was that about?

Had to be '26, '25, 26, somewheres in that neighborhood,
See I don't think anybody has mentioned that.

Yeah, it wes originally a skating rink and run hy who now
Jim Clements and who was the other guy from Homndo, I don't
even, I know the man, I can stlll see him skabting, an older
man. And people like Mr. Henry Vonflle and Mr. Alois Grim-
singer that lived over, 1'd go down and sibt, go get in and
8it down for free and watch them skate.

Well, you said you were a hat check. Was this for the skat-

ing?
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No, for Mr. lamon., Those days that had a hat checl czuse
everybody wore a hat and they'd check their hat' for a dime
or the ladies' coat or the men's overcoat for 25 cents and
you'd get a ticket and you'd hang it on that number. There
was numbers, 1, 2, 3, and you'd hang themn in the back there.
You remember that?

No., When was -- on what occaslon dld this happen?

At dances.,,

Oh, at dances.

At regular dances, uh-huh.

Qkay. 80 they used it for two things then? At the time?
No, it was g skating rink, they wasn't using it for a dance
hall anymore.

Oh, I sce.

And see it burned down several times.

Oh.

Mr. Adolph Ahr, Johmny Ahr, he had 1%, rebullt 1t one time
and had dances before Jagge and Hans had it without a roof
on 1t and it burned down after he had it awhile.

You don't remember it then, being such a beauvtliful place
with all the flowers and everything or was 1t still like
that when you remember 1t?

Well, there was some of those devils horns or what do they
eall them 1little orange things like a trumpetf®

Yeah, yeah, I know what you mean.

Those were growing and the well was there., I remember that.

Outelde when we were klds and we would go down there and the
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Iatin American people would have a tamale stand over there,
they lived there and they would sell tamales, 20 cents a
dozen.

Un-ums Now what are they? Dollar?®

Dollar and a guarter.

Dollar and a quarter a dozen. Were there still dances down
at the what's now or was the L. M. Tondre store, had that
already changed to a store?

I remember, no, I remember going to a dance with my‘mother
and daddy there. Oh, I guess I was 4 or 5 years old, up-
stairs. And they had kind of a wire in front, no was it,
no, that was lMiss Tragesser, they didn't have Just, they
were at an off-set where the people sit. Bub that's been a
long =~ only one I remember that I went te a dance. Couldn't
tell you who played.

Well, so then Gene Artz I know played there at the Wernette,
well it was the Wernette Hall at that tlime.

Wernette Hall at that tilme.

And then so he also played here too?

Oh, yes.

Por many years. I wonder how many years he actually played?
Oh, I don't know.

For danoesf

"Cause my daddy usge to talk about his what is ~- his brother-

in-law or different name too that use to play the harp with
him. But I have never seen the man that played the harp

wlth him right here.
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Were there many horse races and rodeos around here at the
time that you were & young man?

Horse races were up alt Burell's, Loule Burell's bottom, pecan
bottom, they had horse races. But I was real young at that
time, I don't remember much about that.

That's something that you didn't particlpate ln?

No, uh-uh.

Okey. When in school and then later, did you ever play a
part in a play or anything?®

Many plays.

Hight, really?

Oh, yes. We always had a play after school year ended, you
know. And then after we were out of school, we had what we
celled the Dramatic Club. Miss Buth Lawler was our teacher,
our prompter, whatever you call it., And I had a progranm éf
one of the plays we had. Lucille Halbardier and Albherta
Geant all of those played in that play. I had some coples
run off of that program. And HMiss Ruth I think got $10 %o
teach us, which was worth $300 to teach that bunoch. Herbert
Holzhaus, Herbert Tondre and Irma Mangold, all of thosze glrls
were there and we had plays. ILike I was trying %0 think of
the name, the Houzars or something, we had some uniforms
made wlth some high furry caps with the feather on top, and
blue, red pants. It was a nice outfit. And I know ay mamg
had to make one for me. Bubt I forget the name of that play.
But we had lots of plays. We made money for the church, I

think it was.
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And where d4id you have -- where were the plays held?
In the parish hall. |

Okay. And how often did you do this?

I, maybe once or twice a year at least, we had a play.

8o, you hadl ~- they had bhox suppers for money ralsing.
Reising and plays. And then plays agalnm the school,; the
school children for the school.

Yes. That was for the parents?

Uhehuh. And then we had a band, too, after I was out of
school. And you know I've been irying to think who was in
the band, I played the drums. Auvgust Schott played the
trumpet, and Mr. Joe Schott the slide and I don't know who
the obthers were. And all we knew was the 8teln song, "Let's
go through 1T again," and that was all night long. (Laughter)
I was telling Alfred Schott. But I learned to play the drums
pretbty good.

(Laughter) Where did you play for dances?

No, we Just had a band. We never went any further, then it
Just disgsolved, it wes over with, about after a year, you
know., Bubt every week we practiced, the band.

And you were the drunmer?

I was the drummer. I had my own set of drums by the way,
too.

Oh, what happened to them?

I don't know what happened to them.

{Laughter} Were you ever -- were you a baseball player?

No.
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Were you interested in the bageball games that went on?

It still =-- yes, Highway 90 League, we.followed them. My
wife and I followed them to D'Hanls, wherever they played,

we wenbt every Junday.

Uh-huh. That was part of the recreatlon?

That's the only recreation besides watching the SMT truck
line unload the freight on Baturday nights. That's the only
thing you had. We didn't have a theatre. DBingos, after we
were married. The whole block got together once a week and
had a bingo party. And a bar of Palmolive coap wag == Foli-
0live soap was the first prize. Right -- I'll never forget
thet wag our enbertainment after we were wmarried 'cause there
was nothing else golng on.

And you probably weren't economically or financislly well
enough off to go very fart? ‘
¥o. In those days 1f somsbody sald, "We went to the Majestic
Theatre Sunday afterncon te see the vaudevilles show,® you'd
say, "Well, my god, those rich people, if we could Just
afford to go.® And if you went out to eat, it was Molher's
Day was the only day that you took your wife oul to eat in
those days. )

Did you ever =~ Adid they ever have bunco and card partles?
Here?

Yes, uh-huh. I'll never forget I was -~ I don't know how I
got in here, had to have parent's consent to have the first --
when 8t. Ann's had theilr first bunco party in the Koenlg Park

down. here was Wernette's Garden.
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Un=-um.

And I got to go in to play, I was real young and that wes
gsomething blg when they had bunco parties for the church.
And what was 1t? High five?

Yes, that's right.

High five, right, high five and bunco.

I knew they played cards, but 1 ==

And then they went wlth them in the parilsh hall later on.
When biungo came along, well that was 1t. That wiped out all
the other.

Un=-um. What was the purpose of the card partlest And the
bunco?

For the church, benefit for the church.

Benefit, money ralsing?

Money raising, yes.

Okay. 8t. Louils Day has been in exlstence for many, mahy
years. When do you remeuber your first 3t. Louls Day? How
far back can you remembery Farticlpating¥

Well, when you went to school, I mean, I guesg way back then,
1926, 'z, 28, '29, you were dolng something, a little some-
thing down there.

And they were always, as far back as you can remember, they
were held here at what is now called Koenlg Park?

As far as I can remenber, yes.

What day of the week were they held?

I was told the earlier years they were held whenever 1t fell
on the 25th, Now later years 1t was closer to the Sunday

closest to the 25th.
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30 that's when you recall it?

Yes, uh-~huh,

Okay. What kind of food was gerved as far back as you can
remember at 3t. Louls Day¥

Barbecue was the main meal, that's all I can remember that
they had. And sausage.

And the rest of the food that they served, how did they get
that? Where did that come from? Your potato salads and
everything.

As far as I know, is all I know it -~ the potatoc salad and
the glaw everybody brought it in that time you didn't go to
the store and buy the slaw, You'd cut it yoursell, you know.
The parishioners contributed that?

Right, right.

What about bthe meat, was that contributed by the parishioﬁers?
No, I don't think so. That was bhoughb.

The church bought 1t?

Un~-um.

Okay. &0 1t wes for money purposes that the 8t. lLouls Day
wes held?

Right, 1t was for the church. Money raising funds or what-
aver you call it,

Qkay. Were you a meaber of the 8t. Louls Society?

Yes and I still anm.

Okay. Did you ever hold an office 1n 8t. Louls Soclety?
Yes, I was dues collector,

Duesg collector?®

Um“m =
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@ And what part did the 3t. Louls Soclety play in the 3t. Louis
Day? The members, did they have any special role?

A lMaybe in the earliier years, you know, before our time,

'cause it was St. Louls =~ I don’t know, I never have heard

that they played any particular part Just 'cause they were

members of the St. Louls.

What did you do as an individual for the St. Louis Day?

I was "hothshot“ for many years.

And what do you mean by that?

R

I was "hot shot" - whenever they needed some anywheres on the
grounds, I would try to met it, scrounge 1lt, like scavenger
hunt. You find 1t, you get it, you bring it here, we need it.
I don't care who it was, a bingo stand, anywheres I would try
to get. If we'd run short of anything, I'd try to get it
wherever I could get it. ZRed and White or Schottls or my plaee.
We had the store ln those days.

Un-um. Okay. Did they have a dance on 8t. Louls Day?

A Yes, they had dances until the last four or five years, I
guess. Then they stopped it.

And when -- were the dances at night?

A At night. Well, it created a problem wlth the dances at
night. The people would get home too late and they just
stopped having it.

Q What kind of drinks have been served as long as you can
remsmber, at 3t. Louls Day?

A Well, beer as long as I can remember -- I don't know bhefore

whether they had when the prohibition was here. I know one

year we had slot machines b@hind every tree, you remember that?
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4] No.

A Oh, yes, we had slot machlne behind every tree. And we had
beer to float.a battleshlp, one year when beer was ratloned
during World War II. Nobody could buy beer, but Father Len=-
zen found beer.

8] (Isughter) That sounds like him.

Right, right. We had beer, we wouldn't have no shortage of
beer. But in the boot law -~ the drink -- well in the boot-
leg days, that's where the people made then their business.

@ Um-ia «

A Those days, you know, they sold lot of bootleg. I'1l never
forget, cars were parked all around these streets here and
thig ig an old story and people wouldn't go home from the
dances until 12:00, 1:00 o'clock. And there'd be a few cars
scatbered around here and my deddy would sleep right by the
window next door to us here, and he heard this guy mumbling.
Did you ever hear this story?

8 No, no.

People were so mean and dirty in Castroville they steal any-
thing and he -« Daddy got up and went out to see 1f he could
help the man and he sald, "What's wrongt® He says, "Well,

I tell you, this is the dirtiest place I ever cowe to to

have fun. He says, "I'm sittlng here in the back seat of ay ==
I mean I'm gitting in my car and somebody stole my sbeering
wheel, Daddy says, “You're slitting in the back seat.® "Oh,"

he says.
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(Laughter) Oh, that's priceless. Do you by any chance know
about how many places sold bootleg drinks during the prohibi~
tion?

What d4id we have? Thirty-one of them here in about 1931,
192, yeah, about twenby-nine and thirty. We had about Tthirty-
one I counted one time.

That =old bootleg?

That sold bootleg beer and whiskey. That's like the man that
wag on the pole that Mr. lawler had hired to put in the
electric lights., In 1921, I think it was, by the name of

Red MeGowen.

Un=um .

He was up on the post right across from the church and this
stranger drove up. And he says, "You know where a man can
get a beer in this town? Red MeGowen was always loaded. ' He
was up on the pole, he sald "You see that steeple over there?
There they don't have it.%

{Laughter)} The only place.

"Every other house has got it," he sald.

Were there many arrests because of the prohiblition?

I just remember one or two, that I really remember. And
neither one of them was a blg one.

Well, why do you think that -- okay, well let me rephrase
that. Did the revenue agents ever come to town?

Yes. But somewheres in advance people knew about it and
there was nothing going on. They shut down and went flshing

or something.
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- 8o, do:you think that -- I'11 ask -- I'll try to put this

properly. Do you think they were tipped off by someone ln
advance?

Right, right, sure.

30, that probably was ==

There's some o0ld stories out about that, and you don't have
to tell you 'ecause everybody's heard them, I lmagine.

Uh-huh.

But the only one I remember that was really good, I don't
know if lot of people =~ there was one man bootlegging in

the lower part of Lown, and Chute Haller was standing ln the
corner, and the revenue man came by and asked where he llved.
And there was & sbtreet in back of Moye, where the nuns are
now, a military school where Moye school is there was a street,
it's closed now. That was mud when it rained for three wéeks.
And he sald just take that street, and run the revenue man

in that mud hole and they run down to this guy's house and
told him they were on the way and he cleaned out.

He had the revenue man stuck in the mud? (lLaughter)

Yeah, stuck in the mud.

Oh, dear, that's funny.

That's so true.

I hate to get off of this bootlegging, but I -~ (Laughter)
You could write a book about the one that, thls still that
two men had up here. It crossed the Medlna Bilver. Bverybody

knows about that one. I imagine you've heard too.
I think so. Go ahead.

No.
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No, you don't want to?

No. I kumow the man who came to the barber shop and smoked
ten dollar bills.

Oh, ny word. You know, I've heard, I don't know it to be a
fact, that a lot of people got wealthy, but very few held

on to their money.

Yes, uh-huh. Now, like -~ well, there -- Monday morning

they woul@ go to their friend's bootlegging Joint and they'd
drink there again. I imagine they'd, well, go to San Antonlo
and blow 1t. But, I'm talking about that, on Monday morning
I worked in the store for Blackle Tachirhart in those days.
And, we had no self-gervice those times, the counters were in
a square all the way around. I guess about 20 foot square.
And there you could see they were getting resdy for the next
week., A can of Blue Ribbon, a yeast czke, five pounds of :
sugar and 15 cents worth of caps. One order after another.
And I was driving all morning deliverling to all the places
that ordered, bub getting ready for the next weekend.

To brew some more?

To brew home brew.

Home brewd
My daddy made his own for his own use and we -- he made 90
bottles out of 5 gallon crock every week.

Is that right?

Yeah.

Well, how d1d that sit with the rest of the people here in

Castroville? What was thelr feeling about the bootlegging¥



Sonny Mann 1 36

> o B £ B

e e s oo P B

Nobody cared anything about nothing.

Nobody cared?

Uh-ub.

Jugt do your own thing? (Laughter)

Right. And business would get better. One would go around,
the rest of the time the Rangers in town he'd open wide open
and sell outb.

Who was in town?

The you know, when business was bad, no one buying, he'd go
around and tell all of them had a few, buf you know, one
would go around the rest and tell them the Ranger's 1ln town,
and the other bootlegger would close up and he'd open wide

up and sell out.

Che In other words, he'd lle about it. He'd say the Bangers

were in town. Oh boy, I tell you. What about 4th of July?
Was that a big day to celebrate?

Not here, but in Hondo they had a football game in front of
the Court House. That was the football ground, where the
post office is now, I imagine -~

Yes.

Right there. That was the football -~ when I was a kid.
They played foothall on the 4th of July?

Bight, on the &th of July. That was a big day over there.
Is that right?

No, I take it back. 'That was Armlstice.

Armiaticef

Armistice, that was a football fleld. You remember that?
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No, uh-uh, no. I'm not saying I'a not --

bth of July was what? I don't even know, not much. 'Cause

I worked when I was & kid, 4%th of July. |

Oh, 1t wasn't a speclal holliday?

Not here, for those people that were in the city, but out
here everything was open. Schottls were open those days.
When I worked for them, ‘cause I'll never forget when the
Benken boys drown up here on a A4th of July, right on this
gide of the PFlatrock Crossing.

Who -~ what was thatlb?

Paul Renken's boys. Two of them. They were on an outing up
here on the river., Mrs. Henken was Joe and August Schoti's
gsister. And the two boys drown in a whirlpool up There on a
hth of July.

Oh, how terrible.

I'11 never forget that.

But the business places were open?

Yes, I mean the business place was open as far as I remember.
Do you think that =- they -~ you sald they did have something
special at Hondo on the Wth?

No, no, no. That was Armistice.

Mo, that was Armistice.

Yes,

Okay. Let's see here. Leb's stop This for a minute. We
were talking about baseball gemes Just a minute ago bhelng a
lot of recreation for you. Were there any -- was there real

rivalry between any clubs, baseball clubs?
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D'Hanis and Hondo. That was the ones that Castroville wanted
to beat all the time. Highway 90. Especially D'Heniz. And
in the earlier days, 1t was laCoste.

Is that right?

Rignht.

How many months did they play? Did they have sort of like &
tournament or something, or a season?

Didn't they or did? They had a season but I think it quit
Labor Day, September or -« labor Day in September, you know.
The first weekend, I mean, Sunday, that's when it ended.

Did they have ==

I don't know if they had play-offs or not. I think they did,
ves, I think they had play-offs. Sure they had play-offs,
right.

Would they have what was known maybe as a Highway 90 Chamﬁions?
Bight, Highway 90 Champions, right, they did.

Yeah, I guese 1t got pretiy exciting.

It did, it was fun to follow them.

Okay. You've sald that yon were born and raised a Catholiec,
and has your family always participated in all the church -—-
the things with church? Like the clubs, sororitles and things
like that.

Well, the differences -- yesg, aside like 8t. Ann's and gt.
Louls Society and all of those things, I think so, yes.

Okay., what about Christmas preparation? Can you tell me

how your family -- whet your family did To get ready for
Cheistass. I'm talking now when you were a child.

Oh. Thoge days. Had to get the Christmas tree, the cedar tree,
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In those days, they had candle holders out of tin for lights,
you remember those?

U= o

I found a candle holder the other day.

Did you¥

And well 1t was cooped off in another room. Shut off, “you

can't go in there, fcause Santa Claus is in there." And
we're jJust the three of us, we dldn't have much of a Christ-
mas preparatlon. Just mame and daddy and I until we got
aerried. I gobt married and the family started -~ then it's
a big day.

Uhwhuh, yes., You didn't have as nmuch Christmas preparation
then ag a family with aore children?

Ko.

~= 1T mean with Just the only child.

Jugt =~ yesg,

Okay, did you go to mlidnight wmass?

Yea,.

Did you do this as long as you can remember, golng t0 mid-
night mass?

We went to midnight mass for 40 years, never missed since we're
marriled.

Iz that right?

Un-vm, 711 the last few years, we haven't bheen going.

You sald Santa Claus fixed the Christmas tree. When dld you
get your gifts?

Christmas Eve.
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Christmas Eve?

Couldn' wait 'til in the evening so we cpened up 4:00 or
50tclock. Mama would let me in at 4:00 or 5:00 o'clock.

On Christmas Day, did you have any special meal or anything?
Well, yeg, uh=huh. We generally had turkey or somethlng for
the three of us, but that's all.

¥You didn't have any other lamily participation?

No, uhuuh,‘no.

From brothers or sisters of your parents?

No, 10,

Okay. You mentioned while ago that There were no dances in
Lent. What were the Lenten regulations as you remember them
when you were younger?

There was nothing. You Jjust dldn't gzo nowheres, but you went
to chureh. What was 1t? Wednesdays and Friday nights during
Lent and Advent they had church services. And you didn't go
to movies, you dldn't go nowheres during -=- you done penance
during Lent, 40 days.

Unt=um

And the earlier days they didn't have a dance Christmas, they
had the day after Christmas, which was 8t. Stephen's Day.
That wag the big day.

Ohy I gee. Well, did you fast?

Yes, you had to fast.

And what did you have to give up, any kind of food in parti-
cular?

Yes, meat on Fridays and Wednegdays and if you wanted to do

anything else on your own, well you could give up something
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else. Ur do something else.

Okay. When do you think this regulatlion about the fasting
changed or became more lenient? Or why do you think it did?
Why I don't know. But I imagine about 10 years ago.

Un-um. But, you dontt have any ldea why?

No, no idea.

Okay. What wag your participation in church during Holy Week?
I didn't have much to do in the Holy Week. Not anything,
really.

You didnt®t?

Uh~-uhe.

Could you tell me aboub the Good Ffriday services?

Yem, they used to be from L2:00 until 3:00 in the afternocon.
And the later years, they began at 3100 until 43:30. But the
12200 '£1il 3:00 was more -- more you had more out of it than
from 3:00 'til 4330. An hour and half just ilsn't long.

Tell me gomebthing about the church services on Good Friday.
Were they dlfferent then the dally mass, dally routine?

Oh, yes, yes. It was wery much a dilfference.

Did they ring the bells on Good Friday or go to Holy Communion?
No, the bells left to get the HEaster eggs on Holy Thursday
morning when they sang the Gloris the last time, until SBatur-
day when the bells came home,

Is that what they told you?

That's what they told us when we were kids. The bells are
golng to leave now to get the Haster eggs.

Okay. Was BEaster Sunday then a special day?

That was o speclal day, yes. Haster Sunday.
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In what way?

In many ways. The ladles had to have new dresses and hats
and new shoes. And church service was beautiful and there
w28 no church Saturday night like they have now. They had
church =-

End of Tape 1

Yfou were saying that the ladles had speclal clothes for
HEaster Sunday.

Un—um. Bags -= 301rTY.

And == Go ahead.

Bags to mateh the shoes, you know. Men had new sulits and
ties and shoes. Oh, that was a blg thing, BEaster Sunday.
And did you have a special -- speclal foods or something when
you got home?

Oh, yes. There was ham. Ham for EHaster Sunday that was
always =- or turkey, some people had turkey. ‘'Cause ham was
expensive at one time.

Let's gzo back to when you were a child. Did you ever hunt
Eagter eggs or have Faster eggs?

Yes, uh~huh.

Tell me what you did to get ready for Easter when you were

a kid.

Well, we got -~ we ~= my mother [fixed some Basber eggs. And
she got some kind of chips over at Mrs. Schorp that lived in
back of 1t to make the eggs brown. And then she would take
parsley leaves and dip them Iin wax and put them on the egg
and dye some with onlon peeling. Did you ever do that?

Red onion?



Sonny Mann 2 43

&

Y > E Y

s P 5 P&

&

Yeah, I've seen it done.

But those chips, I don't Knoﬁ what those were. . But they made
the prettiest eggs you wanted Lo see.

What color?

Brown.

Brown always?

Brown, yeash reddish kind of red, they were pretiy.

And what eplor were the ones from the onlion peel?

Brownish, and then you could buy some with stripes around them.
The HMuellers use to wmake or had an old sewlng machine fixed up
and they would do them for 10 cents a dozen., Boll them and
stripe them for you. Silver,; gold, beautiful, you never saw
any’

Yes, I've seen them. What MNueller family are we talking?
Julius Mueller.

Juliug HMueller.

And they used to have a bakery years ago.

And where was that located?

Where the Gene Suehs' Real Estate office is, I found a token
the other day - one loaf of bread free at Mueller's Bakery.
No kldding?

And my wife worked for them, yes. And some days when Mr.
Mueller dldn't feel like baking, he'd get a load of Butter
Krust.

(Imughter) He had days when he didn't feel like working?
Bight,

Baking huh? 0Okay. And you ssld they charged 10 cents a

dozen?
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Ten cents a dozen to boll them and to paint them.
But who furnished the eggs?
You furnished the eggs.

I see,

You furnished -~ for thelr work, you know. They charged
10 cents & dozen.

Uh-huh. Golly. Were there dances on HEaster?

Oh, yes. Baster, in our days, in the earlier days Haster
Monday.

Really?

Yes., My daddy -~ that wag the day you had the dance, not
Easbter. That's when you partied at the houses,

Ohy NOW m-

And Christmas too. That's why they didn't have no dances
until 8t. Stephens Day. (Staphgé-dgwg).

S0, then in other words, then let's say In your father's time,
they spent the Haster Sunday and Christmes Day as a famlly
day?

Right.

And then ==

Faster Mondey and the day after Christmas they would have
thelr dances.

That's interesting. Corpus Christl Day. Do -~ how do you
remember that as a child?

I remember that four of the oldest members of the church
carried, you know the name of that thing?

Canopy?

Canopy, wowuld that be right?
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) Yes, if it had four sticks and a -—w

A Four sticks and like a 100l ==

A} A cover?

A A roof over 1t, yes. And the priest walked under there with
the ohalice or whatever it was. And that's where we had a
procession around the plaza, I think in those days, didn't
they? Yes, I thought so. In fact, that was a big thing.

Now itfs Just = Mass, let's get 1t over with., We're goling
fishing. |

Q Can you desgeribe the procession?

A Well, all I knew it was a blg thing. We got to go toc Hass,
Corpus Christl Day. Today's Corpus Christi Day. And that
they'd have a procession around the square there in front of
church. But that's all I remember.

@ You don't remember the glrls dressing special or anything?

A Uh-uh, I sure don't.

] No, okay. Did they have -- Hxcuse me.

A That was May Devotlion when the girls threw flowers. You know.

Q All right. Would you tell me about that?

A The little glirls had bows and little white dresses, then they
threw flowers in front of the priest. And they had May pro-
cezsion. Thab'e what I -- the only thing I cen remember, I
don't remember about ==

A) Well, when did they have the altars placed at dlfferent
places around the plaza and -=

A Mmm, I don't know -~ that exact -~ that's, no that's stage ~-

that's Good PFriday.
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Do you ever remsmber going in & procession like at the School «w-
Yes.

I think that was Corpus Christi.

Yes, with the altar -~ yes, was that Corpus Christiv Yes.

They used to have one at the old drug store and one at the
Marty House, I think, there where Belcher's place is, antlique
shop. I think there used to be one there. There was two or
three altars, but that, ooh, 1'd have never thoughi about that.
Did they have one at Moye?

Yes, I think Moye.

The old convent?

Yeah, um-um, I think they had one. I was --

Do you -~ excuse me.

I was a mass server in those days, but I Jjust don't remember.
Did they have one, do you remember then having one at RBosalle
Jungman's house, next to the bank?

I don't remember.

No, no.

I remember the one at the drug store, I'm pretty sure they

had one in front of the old drug store, which 1ls Dr. Bekert's

- house. Now, across from the drug store.

Across-the street?

Yeah. Uh-huh.

Okay., The people was Zuerchers? Do you remember Zuerchers?
No, in front of Zuerchers' house. 0Oh, yes, uh-~huh. Mr.
Zuerchers wilth the Palm Beach coat on, always had 1t on,
real light one. No, this was the o0ld drug store in front of
Zuerchers., It was the origlnal, Bernard Pltzsimon's drug

gtore,
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Um=un.
There I think was one, 1f I remember correctly.

Okays But you remember more of the flower girls and that
type of thing on May --

May devotion, yeah.

May devotion. You said the little girls wore white dresses?
And ==

Un-um and had baskets full of fresh flowers.

Okay. Was the Blshop ever here on any of those days, do you
recall?

Just the only time I remember the Bishop cowming was for con-
firmation, that's all.

Uhehub. 80, you -« oh, s0 then in other words, the procesgw
lons you remember are the Corpus Christl and the May Day.'
How about to the Cross H1ll and All Soul's and All Saint'g?
Pid you ever -- were there ever -=-

All Soul's Day, they went to the cemetery and have a Mass up
there at 5300 o'clock in the evening. And during May they go
up there, used to, to pray for the crops and go to the Cross
Hill and pray the Hosary up and back.

And what was that called?

Rogation days.

How many days did they do this?

Did they do 1t every week, once a week in May%? I think it
was for the crops, I don't remember, I was in the procession
I remember that, but I Just don't know for sure.

Ckay. 8So as far as you can recall you don't ever remember

the Blshop coming for anything but to -- for confirmation?
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Right.

Okay. And how often was this done?

About once every four years, I think, they have confirmation,
or ever three years? I «- they walt untll they have a good
class.

I belleve -- yeah, I think that's the answer. It depended on
the number of chilldren.

Right. ‘

Right, okay. All Soul's and All Saint's Day ls a church day
that was very much celebrated. Did you ever participabte ln
decorating the graves?

Yes, on All Soul's -~ All Baint's and All Soul's Day. Yes,
we slways did decorats our graves.

How did you go about doing this? Did you have a special
place to get Tlowers and =%

Yes, we did. We had a speclal place we got fresh flowers.
Some years we do, some years we pubt the artificial flowers
up there. And it's quite a chore, 'cause well, now my wife's
has a prebty nlce sige family, big family.

You'd try to put something on all of your relatives?

All of o=

Ag a little remembrance.

Bight, uh~huh.

Okay. 0id the rosary play a big part in your home life or
not? Did you pray the rosary a lot?

We did, but not often. Waybe once a week or so.
Yeah, okay. How about 5t. Nicholas Day? Was that anything

gpecial, &t. Nicholas Day?
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A Ohy, yes. That was special To hang up our stocklng. Get a
few applés and oranges and candy. No toy in those days.
Now they gelt a 1little toy in there or something.

@ Do you have any ldea where this St. Nicholas custom came
from? Why thls wasg done?

A No, I don't, I read it several times, but I don't know
where it came from.

& But as far as you hearing it around here why you did this,

you don't know?

No, uh-uh.

Qkay. You don't hear the Angelus bell rung anymore?

No.

What did that mean to you when you heard that bell ringing?

e B og P

Well, you were guppose to pray when the Angelus bell went

off -~ start ringing. What were you going to -- what were

you suppose to pray, your mealtime prayer? Or what was 1t7

I don't even remeaber.

I think it rang in the morning, at noon, and in the evening.

A Right, and you were suppose to pray. And then there was a
time of the year where the bellg kept ringing Tor how many,
g0 long and you had to say three rosaries or four rosaries.
And a whole block of the families would get together in one
house and they'd pray the rosary. And the bells would keep
ringing, what ls that?
That's the first time I've heard this, I don't know.

A No, no, no. If they still do it or not. Bubt, you know the

bells would start ringing at 6330 and they would ring for
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an hour or half an hour and people would get together in one
block and say the rosary.

Did this happen Just once in a while or -

Once a year. It Wag w-

Once o year.

But was the occasion I don't know. It was before some —-
Jome holy day?

Some holy Qay and I can't remember what 1t was. Now, Blackle,
a guy like that could tell you right guick.

Well now, see this 1s the first time I heard that s0 I «-
Yeah, yeah, right.

S0 I can' answer you and I should know, but I can't answer
the question. I understand they used to ring the bells, too,
at a death,

Yes, they toll the death bell.

Was there anything that distinguished who the person was by
the sound of the bell?

Well, it would be if it was = child or it was a heavier bell,
I mean a heavlier toll, it was a lighter toll and a grown per-
gon it was a heavier toll, a blgger bell,

A different sound?

Different sound, yes, uh-~huh.

Qkay. So then by the sound of it you knew?

You knew it was a child or an adult.

Ukay. Tell me about solemn communion. What did you have to
go through in preparationt By this, I mean your schooling,

your instructions and then finally the day of the communion.
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A Of the solemn communion, you didn't go near a moving plcoture
or & dance or nothlng like that. You stayed away from every-
thing for one year.

All right.

A Not even close. Well, you weren't allowed to do anything.
And the last week of sclemn commtinion, when I was a kld and
watched the older ones at the old school across where the
Moye hag thelr wmuslc hall down there, the boys were sitting
on one gide of the fence and the girls on the other. And
they werentt allowed to talk for the last two days to anyone.
Just read the Catechism. And get thelr prayers for the com-
munion. I°'ll never forget -~ I can see them sitting in the
pomegranate bush and we'd look out the window. Two would
talk to each other, that's all. Not get in contact with any=-
one elss, l

@ Uh-huh. Well, did you have to talke Instructions, any speclial
type of instructions?

A fes, yes. By the priest. The priest gave instructlons the
last three months, every -« was it three times a week, I
Think it was.

4] Qkay. All right, s0 then you had all this preparation for a
whole year and then you were -- you said you couldn't talk

the lagt day or two to anyone but maybe a friend. What about

fasting?
A No, not that I remember that we had to fast.
2 You didn't have to do without water or food?

A No, no.
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@ You didn't? Okay. Well, some of the people, older people
told me that =~ that you couldn't even have a drink of water
until after the coumunion ceremony was completed. Yeah, but
you don't remember that?

A No, uh-uh.

@ Okay. Well, then the day of the communion -- it's the day of
the communion. Where did you go that morning and how were
you dressgﬂ?

& You were dressed in a sult with the white 1little boutonniere
ln your coat pocket or -~ lapel and had a candle. We've
stlll got our candle holders up there.

Do you®
A Yeah, you had a white ribbon on the candle holders and then

after that there was a blg celebration at the house.

@ At your home¥
A Uh~huh.
Q Well, when you went -- did you go directly to church when

you went to make your -« to have this for this special day?
A No, you met at the schoolhouse and I think you went pro-
cesslon over to church from the -~ there was 3t. Louls
Socliety, St. Aun's and there people met you and went over to
church in a procession. The glrls were dressed llke a bride,

in vells and a white dress, yes.

Al Okay. Did you feel like this was & special day for you as
a child?

A Oh, Yes, yes. You were bilg stuff, Had on a hat even.

] On? And after all the cersmony was over you said you jJjust

came home and you had a big celebratlon at your home?



Sonny MNann 2 53

=0 P 5 P

Uni=1110

What happened at the celebration? What did that consist of?
Just like a weddlng party.

Is that right?

Right. We had all kinds of food and beer and soda water, lce
cream even somebimes. Bverything to go with it. And the
kids would get a lot of nmonsey. I know, T know Helen had -

I don't know - guite a bit and she got, in our days well, $40
was a 1Qt’of MoONeY .

Yes.

And a lot of people brought different stuff instead of woney,
you know.

S0, it was something you looked forward to.

Right, uh-huh,

Okay. You said the Bighop came for, oh just occasionally.
for Confirmetion. Was thls as important as the communion
day, the Confirmation, do you think?

Not really, not really. I don't think so.

It wag just a church rule, more or less.

Chureh rule, more or less, and you had to find you what you
call, sponsor?

Uh~huh.

And I never knew why they called my grandpa Mann, everybody
called hinm "Godfather" when they passed him. And I found
out when he was I dont't know "Godfather® for how many in
Confirmation. You know, you'd walk up wlith one and another
would stop and be my ~-- sponsor, and he'd walk up with

anocther ocne.
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Is that right?

Yeah, and I never knew why they called him pfedder.
(Laughter) Pfedder? What does that mean?

Godfather.

Godfather, Okay. Did you make Jjust one communion and that
was it? Or did you make two?

No, you made your flrst communion when you were seven and
then you aade your solemn communion when you were twelve.
All right;

And the children from thne outlying places had to come hers
to make thelr communion. Like my good friend Joe Bilhartz
were down st Pearsall. They had to come up hers and stay
with his grandpa 3Steinle right acrogs there from where Mr --
wan T don't -- who owns Ploneer Plour -- Mr. James owns tThe
old rock house on the corner. That's where Mr. Stelnle
lived. And the Pearsall -~ the girls, Bllhartz girls., dJoe
and Winons and Hortence and Marcella, they all had to coue
up for one year to go to Cathollc sehool one year so they
could make their solemn communlon.

They evidently attended a public school where they llved?
In Pearsall, and they belonged to this parish. I never could
understand it.

This was customary then from the rural ~- for the rupal
children?®

Right, uh=huh. I you belonged to this church why the year
you made your communion, you had to move to Castroville to
come, like Clines Haby, and them stayed at Mrs. Karm's.

They were kin to Hrs. Karm,
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Okay. S50 now we don't have the two communions anymore.
No. Just one and that's 1t.
Well, and I think earlier they only had one also but it was

when you were older,

A Older, yes.

A Now the children are about what age, do you think? About
when they --

A In about the flrst year of school, I think.

@ Yeah. Okay. Let's touch & Jllttle bilt on births snd baptisms.

Do you think that the baptisms were held socomer, say 30 or 40
years ago, then they are now or do you see any difference
there? I mean, sooner after the baby was bhorn.

A I think they were sooner in those days, than they are now.
About how old do you think the child was?

A I think when the child was what? A week 0ld or so, They were
haptlzed I think.
Do you see any reason for thatt The change, the difference.

A No. I don't see ==

Q You don't think maybe it was because bthat there were more
deaths, meore chlldren dled in those days when they wers born?

A Could be, I don't krnow really. I wouldn't know why there wag -~

4] Was there a fear of the child not going to heaven i1If they
weren®t baptiged?

A Yes, right, so true. They were.

4] Ckay. Do you know of any -- dld your family have a baptismal
dress that was passed down through the generations in the
family® Do you remember?

A I think we found my cap.
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On?

Lace cap, but I don't know where it's at. I think Corine
sald, "This looks like your cap.®

Uh-huh. Well, that was -- I suppose a little bit oh, maybe
20 years maybe bhefore your time where thig was really a big
thing. And I was wondering if you sgtill had one in your
family, maybe.

Yeah.,

Qkay. Now; you sald you were -- ['m golng to touch on a
couple of things and then kind of sum up on these thlngs and
then I want to ask you about your life as a grocer and a
baker, okay? But, I want to ask a couple of more other
things. %You sald you were a mags server. You're the first
man I've inberviewed, tell me what happened when you were a
mass server., What did you have to do?

First you had to go to school by the nuns to teach you the
latin prayers, which were beautiful. And today I don't know
2 one. And you had to know them, when to use them, when to ==
when the prlest would say his part and you would have to
ansgwer him in Iatin.

Um-um.

And you had teachers, like my teachers were Clark Tondre was
one of my teachers and Blackle Tschirhart. They were the
older ones finishing school and we were starting.

Un~um.,

And they were your teachers. You had to serve wlth them.
&nd T served with Father Heckmann -- I don't know, he said

gomething I didn't like one morning and I didn't answer him



A Now that I don't remember either anywmore. But you had to

Sorny Mann 2 57

the [latin prayers and he run me off 01 the altar in tne
middle of the mass.

{Laughter) Did this embarrass you?

A No, not me. And I had to go back and apologlze and he took

ne back. {Laughter) Bubt, those days you went to gerve mass
and if you didn't serve, or didn't go, you saw you had some-
body and paid them 50 cents to go im your place.

How often did you have to do this?

A You were on every so many weeks. It all depended how many

servers were there. And during the summer, well, father would -
If he had a funeral, he'd call the ones here in town. They
were the closest ones around. And most of the time, those
days children didn't serve out of town. It was too hard for
them to come to mass during the week, 'cause we had to serve
s whole week, from one Sunday to the next Sunday. And then
another one would start that Sunday. Another two, there was
always tWo.

4] Un~-um. Did this mean that you served at all the masses or

did you rotate the masses?

serve on Sundays with one mass, elther the -- where you
started the one week and then the next week where you [inished.
But I don't remember which masses anynore.

Uh-huh. At what age did you start and what age did you stop?

I started when I was in the second grade and T think I stopped
Just about two years before I stopped, quit school. About the
elghth grade.

@ 80 you did this about 8, 10, 6 or 8 years?
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Right. And enjoyed it. And did a2 many of wedding, only
should have kept a dlary of who the people were, you know
that you =- that got married. |

Yeah, that would have been really special.

Something nlce.

Right. Did you enjoy belng a masgs server?

Yes, uh-huh.

Good., Okays Do you think a lot of the traditions and the
things we've talked about were nurtured by the church more
or less? In other words, did your lifestyle say 40, 50 years
ago revolve prebtiy auch around church and church activities?
Yes. That was a must.

It was a must?

Un=-tm .

30, not only social but religion, social, everything?

Right.

Okay. Did -« you marrlied Cathollic, right?

Right.

And did you ever know any coupleg or any prejudice when, say
a Catholic boy married‘a Lutheran girl? Wasg that any prob-
lem there?

Earlier days, 1t was. But 1t faded.

Huch more tolerant?

Bight, right.

Wwhen you say early days, how -- what?

Oh, in the 20, in the '30's, maybe around in there, you know.
When you were a young boy?

When we were -- when we were gettlng married those days.
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Un~um. Did you ever feel uneasy or were you told not go go
Into a chureh of ancther religion?®

No.

Okay. S0 we have established that some of the traditions
have changed and that the home -~- the church influenced the
gocial life and the community 1ife a great deal. We also
know that the church laws and everything had eased a whole
lot. Do you think that this is good or bad?

I think it's good,

Would you tell me why?

Well, it's maybe more people Jjoin the church, 'cause the
church laws have eased.

Do you feel like they feel more like going to church?

Right, right.

It's easier to dol

Right.

People are more ~- they're more -~ church is more under=
standing.

Right.

Qkay. Now I know that you -~- you said you worked in grocery
stores when you were a young -- Jjust a child, a young boy.
How long did you do thatt? How many years and what places
did you work?

I worked for Bleckle Tschirhart what was Bd A. Tschirhart &
Sons. That's the only job I ever had. Until he sold out in
1945 to Frank Keller, his brother-in-law. And I worked for
him until 1948, three years. Then I went in partner with
Stanley Haby and we had a bakery and grocery store where the

Gene Suehs' Real Estate office is, And we had a brick oven
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there, there was no gas, Mr. Haby hauled the wood every week,
a load in an o0ld truck. And we'd start work every morning
from 2330 on, we started the bakery.

Did you know anything about baking bread before you went over
there?

No, and I never wrote anything down, I wish I would, but I
do remember gome of it. I think I can bake a loafl of bread.
I did only fry the doughnuts and lce the coffee cake and
stuff like’that.

And he did aost of the bread baklng?

Right.

And you say you started at 233079

2830, 3300 o'tclock in the morning, every aocrnlng.

Well, when did your work day end then? Was this all you had
was a bakery oy ~- %

No, we had =2 gfocery store and feed, cow feed, chicken feed,
everything with it. And well, we didn't close, we closged at
63100 in the evening. 3Saturdays we were open 'til 2:00,.

Well, did you rotate your shifts or somebthing to be able to
hapndle that many hours?

No, we both sbayed there. We went home an hour in the after-
noon for lunche.

You worked about 16 or 18 hours?

Bight,

Bvery day?

Right.

Wnat about Sunday?

Sundays we were closed.
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Q God, you were lucky. {Laughter)

A Well, I had worked all my young life before that and Corine
too. When Corine worked in the bhakery, when Mr. Grice
bought out Julius Mueller, Corine was the only one he had,
And she'd go to work at 6:00 in the morning and work 'til
3:00 in the afternoon. He'd let her go home until 4:00, be
right back *til 9:00 every night and she kept the books yet,
for §7.00 a week. And when she -~ when they were a penny
off at nights she'd say he'd sit there and say "find that
penny." And then he started getting bigger and bigger where
they had homemade ice cream and the girls -- Do you remember
when the girls churned the ice cream inside?

L remember eating homemasde ice cream there.

A Well, they had three freezers. They got to where they had ~-
people were coming out from San Antonio for homemade ice afeam.
Three freegers.

And they made -- the girls w-

A The glirls made 1it, but, that was the only strike we ever had
In Castroville was when ny wife and Lloyd Rihn's wife, rest
her soul, she's gone now, Madeline Halbardier, sat down on
0ld man Grice and they wouldn't move no more. ‘Cause they
wanted off every other Sunday, one of them, 'cause they were
on every Sunday, every day of the week. And he didn't know
any better so they Just sat down. That was the only strike
we ever had in Castroville.

) That is cute.

A And Tinally then they got off every other Sunday. And we

were still golng together.
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Now, you sald she -=- okay, she worked 1ln the bakery for Mr.
Grice., Was this bakery located --

Where Gene Sueh's ==

And that's the one that Mr. Mueller had nexbt -- and then
Stanley --

And then Stanley Haby, and then Haby and Mann.

Well, this Mr. Grice ~=

And he had a cafe wlth the bakery, Mr. Grice.

Okay. |

And well, he couldn't -« the highway went through there in
those days. That was Highway 90, remenber that?

Yes,

Okay. And you heard the sbory where the 0ld gentleman
couldn't walt In the morning to open up and he would open
the doors. Iinally the truckers would stop. Corine would
walk down there iun the cold in the morning, well go to work,
dark, but he didn't walt in the mornings so, she come there
one wornlng and the catmeal was sitting on the counter. Did
you ever hear that story?

No.

And the milk and the sugar. And she sald, "How come you're
open’t" "Well, they stop and then I open the door and I let
them in, I don't know where this guy went and he's not eat-
ing this." 38he says, "No, you don't eat, you got to cook
the catmeal.” He thought you eat it like Post Toastles.
{Laughter) Where did Mr. Grice come from?

I don't know.
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That name 1s not a famillar Castroville name.

No. He was a truck farmer in Valley Wells, down here by
what is 1t, on your way bto bagle Pass. In that area.
U=«

And would you believe, and I'd like to meet the young men,
hig grandsom, met him, his grandson, somewheres at a dance
in San Antonio?

I'1ll be.

Yeah, and ghe was telling him that her sunt or sister~in-law =--

You say she met the grandson in San Antonlo =-

Somewhere at a dance in San Antonlo, Mr. Grilce. And she was
going to bring him out here. We'd have like to met him, and
I think she said he was not the son, 'cause that, uh-uh,
couldn't be.

No, no, that's too long ago.

Mo, yeah, *cause I knew the son real well.

Okay, the recipe for the baked bread. Is thatl the same one
8611l that say Mr. Grice, Mr. Mueller and Haby's and ~=-

Mr. Grice to Mr. Haby. I don't know about Mr. Mueller Ycause
Mr. Grice was s haker.

Uh~huh.

He didn't have to learn 1t., But, Mr. Haby learnsed 1t from
Mr. Grice.

Well, now how did Stanley Haby learn 1t7?

From Mr. Grlce.

Okay, right.

He worked for him.
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Oh,; he worked for him?

He worked for him. See, Mr, Haby, Stanley Haby, came in off
of the ranch, off of the farm. And he was looking for a job
and he went to work for Mr. Grice. And he wWas a grease nNonN-
key like I was. Grease the pans, and they didn't fry doughe
nuts in those days, they didn't have doughnuts, I don't think,
I don't know. Anyway, he would watch the old gentleman and
finally the old gentleman wanted to sell out, he was gettlng
0ld and sickly and he bought him out.

30 that's -=

Por $200.00.

My goodness.

I think so, I think that was the payment. That was another
one that got ~- anyway. And he paid -~ yeah.

S0, did he run -- then he had 1t alone for a while. Did
Corine work for him too or did she guit workling?

No, no. 8he wasn't working then,.

50 he ran the bakery alone?

He and his wife run the bakery for a loung btime.

Pid they only have a bakery or did thsy have another --

No, they had a big restaurant.

Oh, in conjunction with the bakery?

With the bakery, yes., Then they bullt a new «~= the new one,
the original bullding -~ I mean the bulldlng now that's
there now. The original building was & wood building with

a screen porch on it. But, then afterwards Fr. Suehs built

a Nnew ones.,
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Well, okay, that's when you got into 1%, over there --
Thet's when after Mr. Haby got tired of a restaurant and
things were too hard to hire wages tThen. I'walked in one
day, he says, "Let's start a store." I said "with what?"
He says, "I don't know but I'll help you find it." And
that's how we got started.

Well, how =~ how many loaves of bread -- can you remember
how many loaves of bread you baked for a day's business?
Not too many, 'cause we were off of the highway fthen and
maybe thirty, pound and a half loaves, and maybe twenty
pound loaves and maybe ten of the larger ones or twelve.
Okay.

But now, we had big=-like doughnuts, we had the Moye Military
for a good customer that used llke 40 dozen of doughnuts
every weekend., Or they would change off maybe 30 dozen of
sweet rolls for one weekend, or maybe thirty stollens for
another weekend, That'!s when they had the milltary school
over there when we were doing real good there.

Where was this located?

Over at the Moye Milltary. Oh, that was the nuns that run
the wmllitary school.

Is this where the convent was -~ used to be?

Yes, that was where the convent was. My daddy happened to
be the barber there and he had forty heads to cut every Mon-
day. And the nuns had the names written down and he'd call
them and they'd come up one at & time. And they had like a

regular military school. They had horses across the river




Sonny Hann 2 66

o P & PP oS P oS PO P oE T D

to ride and WMr. Stecker at that time was something, a

Hohief® over there or somebhing.

I think he was like a comch for the boys —-

Coach, something or w-

Qr father --

Yes.,

Stepfather, sort of (Laughter)

Oh, General -- what was his name? Major Canty?

Uh, yeah, Canty.

Canby, he was the man in charge.

He wag the mlilitary e-

Military guy, yeah.

How many boys would usually be here?

About 100 I think or more -- it was & hundred, I think.

And where did most of them come from?

San Antonlo and further off. By the way, I have a card some-
wheres in the file from one that came by the store here awhile
back, in business in Austin. And everyoune this, you see Theilr
namne quite often. Canales' boys were from the lower country.
They were golng here to school and one walked in just before
T closed the store and he says, “You know there used to be a
allitary school here and I went over here and there was a
barber there by A. Mann, the barber, cubt our hair.” I said,
YYeg,® But I don't know where -~ I forgot where he was from.
There -- every once in awhile one would crop up.

I think a lot of them came from Mexico too, right?

Lots of them, yes, uh-huh.
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Okay, let's get back fo the bakery business., 80 you, then
you went -« you quilt worklng at Frank Keller's and you went
into businegs -- partnership --

Partnershlp for twelve years.

With Stanley Haby,.

And then one day 1t came up that we would move across the
river so, I had already bought part into, or share into the
property where the bakery is now.

Un=um . |

And then I thought to myself, now, no, people are not, the
older people are not going o walk across the river on account
of Bonny Mann end Stanley Haby to buy thelr groceries or drive
over there. I'lL Jjust stay here so, we dlgsolved partnership
with still heing friends and in good health, or whatever you
call it. Anyway, and he went over there and I stayed there
and Lhen about three years later I had to get out of there
'cause the Western Auto was going to expand. And Mr. Keller
had just closed up his store, so he says, "Why don't you rent
ny place®t 1 says, "Well, I didn't know it was for rent."

He says, "It1ll fix it up 1like -=-" So I went over there and
started there.

And that was right across from the -~

Bank.

That was the old Ed Tschirhart?

7d A. Tschirhert & Son, which used to be the Knippa Store
years back.

S0 you made & complete circle? You started working there

and you ended up owning the business?
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Where I was, yes. Anyway, yeash -—-

Knippa 3tore?

Yeah, Herman Enippa that married, what was her name now?
Miss Haleburton. BShe was a school teacher and she boarded
with the Joe F. Schotts when they lived right in back of the
atore, that bullding. And Migss Haleburton and Herman started
to go together. I think she's still living, I'am not sure,
but he passed on. And they had, the Herman well, he didn't
make it in‘that store.

Ut o

But Corine and T run that store then there for I guess I
don't know, 'til 1978 we sold out.

And do you remember what year you went over there when you
and Stanley dissolved your partnership? You don't remember
when that was exaétly?

No, it was twelve years afler we were in business, Stanley
and I together, and I guess I was there about three or four
years when Gene told me I had to move. Well, whenever Mr.
Keller c¢losed his store, when he sold out --

I think he did that when the bank, they sbtarted the Castro-
ville State Bank. Pecause he was promoted or they asked hinm
to be in, no that's no, NO ~=

Mr. Ulbrich. B

Mr. Ulbrich wes th;re first.

Right.

That's not right either. Okay, 1t's not that important,

I thought you might reuember.



i

Sonny Mann 2 69

& P ©

s oS BPos

No, but anyway, we run it then all These years. And finally
decided we couldn't sell 1t, nobody wanted it and it was
doing a good busginess so we just finally sold it out pilece
by plece and got rid of 1t. The last lady really done good
that bought me out the last few things.

Is that right? She resold them and did good?®

Oh, ghe couldn't wmiss. She bought $13,000 worth of stuff
for $6,500.

Oh, my. |

Equipment, shoes and everything.

Can you tell me some of the changes in the grocery business
a8 the years passed? Flease?

Yes. In the country, I mean you can't keep up with the olty
anymore. They're getting too modern and toe many glmmicks.
And everyday I thank the good Lord I'm out of the business.
"Cause they're coming closer and closer, untll everything is
sutomatic., And they have too many schools and well, ==

Too competitive for a small business alone?

Qh, yes. And too cloge to the blg city.

Un-um. Which is San Antonio in this case.

RBight, right.

Play. Let'!s -- how about this change? Tell me the change
in the number of hours that you worked and the number of days
a week when you were a youngster and some of the different
duties you had.

When I worked in grocery store?

Un~um. In the grocery business.
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A We worked from 7:00 until 6:00 everyday in the grocery sbores
and we were open Saturday nights until 9:00. Now, when I
started working for Tschirharts, those dayg the -- over
there in back of the:.church, those streets were up on the hill
over there. Those streets weren't graveled or paved. And that
was their recreation to come to the store in The evenlngs,
Saturday evenings, about 7:00 o'clock, cleaned up and doing
their shopping. And you were tired standing there, ready to
g0 home aﬁd well, you had to stay until 9:00 ‘cause there's
go and so still coming, so and so is stlll coming. Then on
rainy nights you deliver up on the hill and you'd have to
stop two blocks from the houses, First carry the flour and
five gallons of coal oil and then go back and get your box of
groceries and carry it two blocks =-- muddy streets, you
couldn't drive to the house., And that was all during winter
most of the time. And people would order cow feed and they'd
never know, everybody had a mllk cow in those days. That's
when the earlier days when I worked for Blackle Tschirhart --
and they'd order a sack of cotton seed meal and a sack of
ghortes for the cow and put it in the back barrel that's in
the barn. But, they never knew Lthey needed it until 5:00 in
the evening and then you had to carry it back there and emply
it in there for then. Okay.

& That was a dellvery boy?®

A That was a delivery boy.

For Heaven sakes. And you said, you Just sald something a
minute ago, you sald so and so is coming, so and so ls coming,

What do you mean by that?
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Customers, you had to walt go they wouldn't get angry at you.
Oh, you knew who you had --

Oh, yeah, yeah.

You knew who hadn't been there that day?

Right, right. And they would generally come at that time,
588 =~ |

And you knew what time they -

So, Stanlgy Haby after he and I were in partner -- he went
around to 8chott's and Tondre's and saysg, “"That's foolish.®
He says, "Can't we close at 6:00 ofclock on Saturday even-
ings 1ike other people?? They all agreed and then nobody
gaid a word, it worked fine.

Well, how long did you continue with the delivering of things
to people's homes?

Oh, I guess 1t wag about four years before we cloged, I
guess in about 178, &74, '75 ~ somewheres in that nelghbor-
hood. We quit, 'cause I use to lease my plckup from a leag~
ing company to do my delivering.

Is that right?

Right.

It wag cheaper than owning 1%

Cheaper to lease one than own one, I leagsed three of them

I think. Yeah, two Chevrolets and a Ford. The Ford was
stolen - it was at Montgomery Wards under a street light,
under a light in the parking lot. But, it was cheaper --
they were $5% 3 month. You couldn't own one for $54 a month

those days.
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No, not hardly. 8o, that definitely had a2 hearing on the
price of groceries, all that chasling around all the time,
didn't 1t¥

No, uh-uh. You marked up your groceries the same price as
you did before., You didn't change -- and if you didn't have
something, you'd go by the other store and pick it up to keep
them happy.

In case you =~

YWe never ﬁere out of anything.

Is that right?

Oh, no. We weren't out of anything. We tried to get 1t.
Just to keep your cusltoners.

Bight.

Tow many grocery stores were there then?

Three.

Three.

Tondrets and Schott¥s. L. M., Tondre & Sons and Schott's and
myselfl.

Qkay. Then when you ahd Stanley had your store that made
four, right?

Yeah., We were four. Mr. Keller, I forgot about MNr. Keller,
yes,

S0 there was a lot of competitlon for the =-

Yeah, and we all made a living, like Victor Toundre sald when
@tanley and I opened, he says, "iWell, good luck, boys." He
says "There's always room for another one.® And I mean it
was, I'd walk into Tondret's and I says, "Herbert, can I borrow

a couple of boxes of powdered sugar 'tll I get mine?™ He told
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Pelix, "Get the man anything he wants and how much he wants.®
Great guy.

Thatts wonderful.

Yes.,

Ckaye.

And there's things I couldn't buy, Victor would buy for me,
Victor Tondre, his things -- he couldn't buy, I'd buy for

him and btring it over to him for what it cost me. He would
do the same For me.

40 then you finally, well -~ 0kay, Were you ever open on Sun-
days?

Nos

No, you weren't.

In the earlier days, Schott's were open on Sundays and Blackle
Techirhart was open on Sundays. And then after 12300 o'clock
we had a drape we drew through the grocery part and the cone
Tfectlonery Just stayed open and I run the confectionery on
Sundays. When Digzy Dean pltched ball I can still gee him
drive up to Blackie's confectionery in that old station wagon,
Post laundry, where he worked.

80 you remember Dizzy Deant?

Yes.

Did you ever see him play ball?

Yo,

Who did he play with?

Fitched hig heart out for Castroville Indians for a double
home brew.

For what?
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A For a double home brew after the game, and ten dollars, maybe.
Is that right?

Yeah, I can sTlll see him drive up. Blackie had a counfect-
lonery on this slde where the old bank where the == new w-
where the old bank bullding is.

Uh~huh.

A That was before your time, I know, Madelyn. And Mr. Tondre
always ralsed cane and Mr. Loule Tondre about the stores
being Gpeﬁ on Sunday. So to keep things happy, they Jjust
drew this drape acrosgs on a string and closed the grogery
part off. And I ran the confectionery then on Sundays and
in the morning we run the sbore. And people would walt to
come Lo the store on Sunday mornings and then in make it all
in one, they dldn't come ~~. And they'd bring their cream to
the store, to sell ecream. Do you remember that when p@opie
s0ld cream and you had to get the sample of their crsam and
put it 1n a little bottle? And then the bottle had a tap
with a number - "Madelyn Boubel® -~ number sgo and so, and you
were out late the last night before, and you dropped 1t in
there and forgot to get the number. And you were down in
that five-gallon can getting all them 1little bottles until
you found the right number. And then you had to go to Mass
at 8300 or 9:00 and ooh you stank like sour cream. Then the
farmers, "Yeah, and I got eggs in the car and then I need a
sack of cottonseed meal yet." That was all Sunday mornlng.

4] Golly. (lLaughter) Well, I'll tell you one thing, a lot of
young people that work in grocery stores now don't know what

they mlesed, do they?
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No, and you didn't get a tlp when you took out the groceries.
No, I'1l -~

No, uh-uh., Not those days.

Oh, dear. Cgn you thionk of anything else interesting that
happened? This is fascinating.

Well, T'1ll tell you. I don't know if I usually go along 1llke
that I can think of a lot of things, I mean. Oh, my goodness.
Well, I'm golng to ask you this, maybe something will cowme to
you in thé meantime, You sald ~- you mentloned a while ago
that Highway 90 was different. Wow I know where it went, butb
just for the record of the tape, would you descrlibe where
Highway 90 went.

Highway 90 came up in front -- turned off by the second red
light ag you come across the bridge and go in front of the
Lutheran Chureh and would bturn by this Standby to the left,
through town by the bank and make another turn ian front of
8t. Louis Church, go up two blocks and take a left and go
gtraight on out. That was old Highway 90. And I can remem-
ber when they start pubting it there. Burt Pope's daddy
wonld -- had teams apnd we were kids eating those -~ whal were
they? Peanuts covered with chocolate, sitting on the side~
walk, when they were putting the Highway 90 in through there.
George Holzhaus and I and Red Burell sitting on the sidewalk
watching Burt Pope's daddy.

Ts that right?

Right. With the teams of mules that worked.

Why do you think it zigzagged like that?
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That was the cheapest route, I guess. 'Cause later on I
saw two truckers going up on the hill and they -- one was
standing on the sidewall barely making it on this new one
they bullt and he says I wigh I'd know who surveyed this
road." He says, "You can't barely pull, hardly pull it up
this hill." 3o they weren't too happy with the new one.
Unltimm»

And 1t was lower to go that way too, That's why I lmagine.
See the slopes --

Not as steep. Did people always pay cash for thelr groceries?®
No, thet was your big business, charge accounts,.

Was that a good business?

It wag a good business.

Did you ever have any problems losing money through charge
accounts?® 4
Yes, I lost a lot of money. And you want to know amounbt?
Yes, glve me an amount.

I Yook in $5,000 worth of bad debts to the accountant at one
time, to write off. That's Corine and T,

To write off,.

Off of your tax --

Mercy.

We had all the tickets, too.

80, there wers some people that weren't honest?

No, no.

They Just wouldn't pay.

No, there were some people and people that moved in here and
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moved out. And well, some of them went to St. Peter bhefore
you got a hold of them.

(Lmughter) Okay. Went to heaven huh? With 8 had debt at
Sonny Mann's. When did -- well I know that isn't the custom
now to have charge accounts. At the local stores, when did
this change?

Well, we tried to get it to go when we were still in business,
you know, and we cub 1t down pretty much and we still had a
few, you know. With the hard luck story and you'd go along
with it and then you wouldn't get 1t anyway, see. But we
were Jjust like the minister and the vpriest and the nung and
the Moye Military, those were the only ones that were charg-
ing or a business place that would need supplies., We would
charge to them. And then regular people that would come in
and shop every Saturday and buy theilr whole bunch of grocéru
ies, we'd have gome llke that.

Unt—1im

But we had it cut down pretity well.

Well, d4id you have to get together with - I mean did every-
body in the grocery businesg do this at one time?

In Castrovlille, yeah. We got it domn pretty well,

In other words, it was kind of competitive and i they ==
everybody wouldn't go slong with these things, you really
couldn®t hardly do it year round.

No, uh-uh, no. And 1f they'd have made it gtrictly just to
the people that were in busiunessz, it would have been a little

better too. Not a friend here, net a friend there. Then you
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would have had your money in the drawer to buy the next day.
You know?

Uneum, that's true, right.

If it's at momeone else's housze for just a few days, you
still don't have the money you put outb.

Ddd you ever have a customer that was a character? I mean,
that was Just hard to please, or different or unusual or
somethimg‘that made thew a character?

No, I couldn't, wouldn't iisten to that. 1I'd go bend over
backwards to make anybody feel llke I needed them and which
I did need them. And if they give me problems, well T would
go along with whatever they salid. 'Cause I needed the busi-
NessH,

Did you enjoy being in business for yourself, let's say more
80 than working for someone? l
Yeg, yves, ves., Oh, yeah.

You probably did bebtter and more =

Yes, and well, we had what? We had this "youilh" - it'z got
it's advantages and disadvantages, but more advanbtages I
would think. Like Mr. LaPatt told me when we had this £7,000
fire that time. He gaid, "Sonny," he says, "I'm sorry to
hear it, but you've got to bhankrupt one time and you have to
have a fire before you nake 1t."

(Laughter) Before you're really a grocer.

Right. And he says, "you need any help,” - he's a lawyer -
he said, "I'1ll come out gnd don't sign no papers until you

see me and 1f you need anything else you know where I'm at
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and you call me,"

& Okay.

A And you know every guy --

Q Go ahead.

A fvery guy that I -~ that came to me that I thought would be
a good man to work for, that would make him a good man, I
gent there and he says, "Send me some more of those boys.™
30 he would come fto you =

A Well, I w&uld gend them there and call him before they'd
come in.

5] Oh, I sse. When they were Jjob hunting?

A Yes. And that's Just not too long ago, I send him one that's
really dolng good.

@ ~ How many of these boys do you think you've helped to get
jobs with IaBatt?

A Two of them thet are way on top over there right now, I kaow.
Apd one that Just =-

And thils one ls one of them. And several that were there and
are dolng real good, dolng other work that got away from there
that Just stopped, gult working there.

4] Did your family help you in the businsss, I mezn your child-
ren?

A Yes, uh-huh, my grandson wasg a great help, and ny daughter
kept the books for us. My wife kept then until the last ten
¥Years and then my daughter kept the books for ne.

Q I under ~- she sort of has a bakery business of her own now,

doesn't she? You want to tell me a 1little bit about that.
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Wall, she does wedding cakes and shower cakes for pastime
mostly. Birthday cakes. She stays busy, something to keep
her busy or she wouldn't know what to do with herselfl, but
play cards.

(Laughter)

And bunco,.

Do you have any ldea how many of the loecal wedding cakes
gshe's baked in her career?

No, I don'f know., Bubt If I «« she's got a sack of strips
thers that she pubts a strip in a bhag every time that she
bakes one. I don't know how many are in that sack.

She's never -- hasn't counted them lately?

Uh=1uh.

Okay. I can't think of anything else to agk you rlight now.
Can youn think of anything you'd like to add?

No, I don't, Hadelyn, I don't know. I Jjust hope it was what
you were lcoking for.

Well, 1t wag, so okay, Well, thank you very wmuch for giving
me your time and inviting me into your home and we're goling
to copy the tape and glve you a copy of 1t.

Qkay

And I appreclate 1t and thank you very umuch.

Qkay, HMadelyn.

Bnd of Tape 2 - Hnd of Report on Sonny Mann
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