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PREFACE

This file is the product of a tape-recorded interview
conducted by the Castroville Public Library Oral History Pro-
ject B. Madeline Boubel conducted the interview in the home
of the narrator in Castroville on November 19, 1980.

Florence Tschirhart was born and reared one mile north
of Castroville. Her parents were Edward Lamon and Josephine
Keller. Her mother died when Florence was thirteen years old,
and she helped raise two small brothers. The Lamons raised
most of their food and supplemented their income with the pecan
crops and selling their fruit and vegetables, and eggs.

In 1930, Florence married Howard Tschirhart, a barber.
They lived most of their married life in Castroville, Florence
clerking at several stores in town. This second interview
done with Florence covers life as it was in Castroville in the
early part of this century.

The Castroville Public Library is not responsible for
the factual accuracy of the taped memoir, nor for the views
expressed therein; these are for the listener to judge. All
rights are reserved. No part of this work may be reproduced
or transmitted in any form by any means without the permis-
sion, in writing, from the Oral History Office, Castroville
Public Library, Castroville, Texas.

Tape # B18

2 hours
Not transcribed
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Birthdate: April 7, 1911.

Family background: Edward Lamon/Josephine Keller.

Lamon Home and premises.

Beef and pork; sausage, bacon, lard.

Raising chickens, eggs sold 5 and 10¢ per dozen,
pecan threshing . i A e R IR

Raising most of the food; drylng beans, many
vegetables, fruit orchard : 4 5

Hog-killing: renderlng lard, cracklings, soap,
blood sausage, scraping hide of hogt “iE S0

Florence's mother dies September, 1924; Florence
misses one year of school . Er e e e

2
Clothing, early days
Horse and buggy transportation .

Recreation, swimming in Medina River at night,
visiting. & SRl e o

Chores at home .
0ld-time wash day; floor-cleaning.
Florence marries Howard Tschirhart, April 29, 1930

Howard's family; farmlng, barber college opens
his own shop. R 5 R,
Shave, 15¢, haircut, 25¢ (1930's); early customs
in barber shop. R e S R T R

Florence get milk cow from father, sells cream,
milk, cheese. 5 e R O e
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Daughter Jo Ann is born, Florence in hospital,
Dr. Rupert Lundgren . SRR 5

Florence's other jobs: sewing, house-cleaning .
3
Florence works for Schott's Store and Delicatessen

Howard's barber shop locations, builds his own
shop on Hwy 90 in Castroville .

Howard and Florence build a home, 1940; add on in
1944, 1955, 1970. L Fe e

Florence works for Frank Keller Store, 1947; Castro-
ville Drug Store, 1954 to 1971 . Ly

Florence retires, 1971 .

Favorite recreation: dancing; Howard plays flute
with band . S G LR S E e

4

Early butcher shop operation, free liver, bones.
Running water comes to Castroville, mid 1930's, J.
T. Lawler . LR R B W e T Y L

St. Louis Day, food preparatlon (1930 s), Lizzie
Biediger, Molly Schott. § 3

Bingo and Card Parties, embroidery work for prizes,
Adeline Klieber-hemstitching. . L

Hope chest-linens for bride.

Florence's hobby, handwork: quilting, embroidery,
crocheting. R S s RN TRt R AR

Quilts for three grandchildren .

Celebrates 50th wedding annlversary masquerade
dances in old days. s e R

End of interview .



ORAL HISTORY OFFICL AGRELMNT

T Florence Lamon Tschirhart
,

,volunteerly
irterviewee's Tull name - Iast Tirst

give Castroville Public Library the full use of the information re-
corded on tape on the 19th day of Nov. y 1980, in return

for which I will rcceive a tape of the interview.

Thovico D)

Interviewee's signature

1, Madelyn Boubel , the interviewer

o' _Florence Lamon Tschirhart

hereby release all rights,

title, literary or copyright interest in the interview conducted on

19th  day(s) or Nove , 1980, to the Castroville Public

Library Oral History Collection.

e

Tnterviewer '€ signaturc .
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