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Rules of the Trail
General Rules
• Children under the age of 15 must be accompanied by an adult on trails in the hills.
• Hiking is at your own risk and is permitted from dawn to dusk only.
• Please obey all posted caution and warning signs.
Trail Hazards
• Wildlife: Rattlesnakes, coral snakes, copperheads, cottonmouths, mountain lions, feral hogs, coyotes, skunks.
• Plants & Insects: Poison ivy, thorny bushes, ticks.
• Terrain: Rugged, rocky, and unstable ground.
Restricted Areas
• Medina Lake Canal: The canal and its banks are off limits due to unstable ground and swift waters.
• Effluent Ponds: Along the Birding and Pond Trails. Do not enter.
• Facilities: The City Wastewater Treatment Plant, Animal Services Facility, and Park Services Building are restricted.
Prohibited Activities
• No wheeled or motorized vehicles or horses on trails.
• No fires, fireworks, or smoking — wildfire risk is extreme.
• No alcohol on trails.
• No hunting or firearms, including slingshots, air rifles/pistols, and paintball guns.
Pets
• Pets must be on a 6-foot leash.
• Owners must clean up after pets.
Trail Etiquette
• Carry a litter bag and pack out all trash.
• Stay on marked trails — no shortcuts.
• Observe wildlife and plants without disturbing them.
Tips for a Safe Hike
• Wear weather-appropriate clothing. Long pants, long-sleeve shirts, sturdy shoes/boots, and a hat are recommended.
• Never hike alone. Always let someone know where you’re going and when you’ll return.
• Bring with you: Map, Sunglasses, Bottled water, Sunscreen, Cell phone, Insect repellent, First aid kit.
Emergencies & Reporting
• For emergencies: Dial 911
• Suspicious activity: Report to Castroville PD at 830-931-2222
• Trail maintenance issues: Call the Parks Office at 830-931-0033
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